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fiats ship ofiF Beirut 


fJ&OAKBTWZ USS GUAM*(AP). - U.S. Defence Secretary 
: : C&^i^WeInW|^oti Wednesday praised the Marines for their 
iwrfcin Lebanon and Warned tbe<xnnunung presence of “foreign 
forces", for the nation's turmoil, Mr. Weinberger, addressing 
jjfcout 700 Marine? aboard tMs anrphibkms ship cruising 24 kfl- 
^jmetres off Beirut's coast, alsosaid that the United States has not 
.-changed its policy of. providing naval and air support for the 
Lebanese government, despite reports to the contrary out of 
Washington. The defence secretary said that President Reagan 
‘made the decision Feb. .7 to withdraw the Marines from their 
. airport- base 1 - down in the middle of a bnflseye" to U.S- ships 
/ offshore because diplomatic efforts had failed to secure the wit- 
..hdrawalof foreign forces from Lebanon. Mr. Weinberger arrived 
ttne^pectedfjr on board the ship for a short visit and later left for 
Cyprus en route to an undisclosed destination. ' 




ress Foundation 




Trudeau announces intention to quit 

OTTAWA (Rj — Canadian Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau 
Wednesday announced his intention to resign. Mr- Trudeau's 
press secretary said the prime minister would step down as soon as 
the ruling Liberal Party selected a new leader. Press Secretary 
Ralph Coleman said Mr. Trudeau, 64, who has been Canada’s 
leader since 1968 apart from one brief nine-month period out of 
office, told Liberal Party President Iona Campagnolo of his dec- 
ision in a hand-delivered letter Wednesday morning. Mr. Tru- 
deau's resignation will be effective from the day 11 a new leader is 
chosen and sworn in," Mr. Coleman said. Mr. Trudeau's most 
likely successor at the moment is former Finance Minister John 
Turner, who resigned from his cabinet post in 1975 over policy 
differences and has worked since as a lawyer in Toronto. 
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King reassures 

West Bankers 


AMMAN (J.T.J — His Majesty 
King Hussein received- Wed-, 
nesday representatives of the 
West Bank and assured them that 
Jbftiai will always stand -in their 
support regardless of the con- 
sequences. The King told theTep- 
■ resentarivesr “Your steadfastness 
has. been a source of pride for aJ 
' Arabs and Jordan will not aba 
. - ndoo its support far you whatever 
the costs” The delegation, which 
arrived in Amman Monday, met 
PaJestrae-Liberation Organisation 
{PLOj Chairman Yasser Arafat 
Tuesday and submitted to him a 
memorandum to co-ordinate the 
T - PLO' smoves with Jordan “to lib- 
erate the West Bank from the Isr- 
.. aeli- Occupation before it is too 
late.? . 


. Queen opens new 
ait gallery wing 

AMMAN (J.T.J — Her .Majesty 
Queen Noor.Wedcesday opened 
the newly-constructed second 
floor of the Jordan National Gal- 
lery. The -Oueen toured tbe new 
: section ami inspected the 250 pai- 
£ ntmgs oh display in addition to 
* ; works of sculpture by artists from 
Jordan and other Arab and Isl- 
.-.aeuC-tountrics. The opening cer- 
emony was attended by Princess 
Wljdftn Alt' president of the Royal 
Satiety .for Fine Arts, Minister of 
-.€!&&& "Youth and Antiquities. 
AhdiS^t.'Oueidai. Governor of 
thajCrotral Bank of Jordan Moh- 
ani«uadSa‘uJ Ai Nabulsi. the gal- 
kf^ ttirecior Suhail Bisharat, 
r u b ber s ot the diplomatic corps 
«td rajaviicd audience. 

. Gaadfci pessimistic 
owXiulf mediation 

JEDDAH tR'r — . Indian Prime 
Mjoiwer Indira Gandhi was quo- 
ted Wednesday as saying she saw 
no imminent end to the 41- 
month-old Gull' war between Iran 
and Iraq. Asked by the Saudi daily 
AJ Biiad whether she saw any 
hope of an end to The con flier in 
the near future; Mrs. Gandhi said: 
“At this moment I can see no 
- hope:'.. 


S- Arabia rejects 
foreign intervention 

RIYADH fR) — Saudi Arabian 
Foreign Minister Prince Saud AJ 
Faisal said Wednesday his country 
did not want foreign intervention 
in tbe Gulf. "Escalation of the 
(Iran- Iraq} war could affect nav- 
'igaiion in the Gulf, which in turn 
could lead to foreign intervention 
and this is something we .do not 
want,” Prince Saud said in answer 
tc aq uestion at a news conference.- 


UAE minister 
arrives in Syria 

DAMASCUS t'Rj — The United 
Arab Emirates {UAE i minister of 
stale for foreign affaire, Rashid 
Abdullah Al Nuahni, arrived in. 
Damascus Wednesday for talks 
with Syrian leaden orr the sit- 
uation in the Arab World, the Syr- 
ian news ageocySANA reported. 
Hi-s-arriva! coincides with a visit to 
Danuiscttfrby Iranian Deputy For- 
eign Minister Hass&h Sheikh Ol- 
f dam. who arrived Tuesday night 
with a message from Iranian For- 
eign Minister Ali Akbar Vellayati. 


Jordan, PLO reach basic 
agreement on dialogue 
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By Lamfa K. Andoni 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan and the Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation (PLO) Wednesday 
concluded four days of top-level talks with a 
basic agreement to continue the Jordanian- 
Palestinlan dialogue, but without reaching 
any specific formula for -pursuing joint eff- 
orts on the Palestinian problem. 


His Majesty King Hussein and 
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat, 
who arrived here Sunday, held a 
series of meetings earlier in the 
week to map out a joint strategy 
for future moves on the Middle 
East, and Mr. Arafat is expected 
to wind up his official visit with a 
meeting with Spanish Prime Min- 
ister Fflipe Gonzalez, who arrived 
in Amman for a 24-hour visit on 
Wednesday. 

In the meetings with the PLO 
chairman and his delegation, “we 
reached a basic agreement of pri- 
nciples upon which we could move 
in the future,” Minister of Inf- 
ormation Laila Sharaf told the 


Jordan Times on Wednesday. 
“But no specific elements of any 
concrete nature have been agreed 
upon," Mrs. Sbaraf said. 

Mrs. Sharaf added that the 
Jordan-PLO talks were conducted 
in a spirit of good will and “have 
been successful in clearing the 
atmosphere that prevailed after 
the breakdown of our earlier talks 
with the PLO” on April 10 last 
year. 

“We have managed to build the 
infrastructure for joint moves in 
the future,*' Mrs. Sharaf said.. 
“But I would not characterise our 
agreement as an initiative nor as a 
formula for solving the Palestinian 



Mrs. LaOa Sharaf 

problem,'' she added. 

The talks between Jordan and 
the PLO broke down last Apri} for 
failure to reach an agreement on a 
formula that co-ordinates a joint 
political action. But last week Mr. 
Arafat arrived in Jordan upon an 
invitation from the King to resume 
the dialogue. 

A statement on the results of 
the talks was expected to be issued 


Wednesdy night or Thursday 
morning. 

Earlier Wednesday, a senior 
PLO official told the Jordan 
Times “that a basic agreement 
defining future (Jordan-PLO J rel- 
ations has been reached." The off- 
icial did not disclose any details of 
the agreement, but said that the 
dialogue will continue. 

He said thaL Mr. Arafat is exp- 
ected to leave for Tunis on Wed- 
nesday or Thursday but he might 
stop in Saudi Arabia for a short- 
visiL but will return after two 
weeks to resume the talks. 

Palestinian sources told the 
Jordan Times that Mr. Arafat is 
pressing for an early convening of 
the Palestine National Council 
(PNC), the Palestinian parliament 
in exile, to formulate the PLO's 
future policies. 

The PNC meeting was sch- 
eduled to be held in February in 
Algiers but was postponed to an 
unspecified date due to failure to 
settle differences between Fateh, 
the mainstream movement in the 
PLO. and other PLO factions in 
the aftermath of Mr. Arafat’s une- 
xpected visit to Cairo last Dec- 
ember. 


Gemayel meets Assad Gulf tension rises 

DAMASCUS (R) . — Presidents- Beirut, the'sources said. gm j w 

Hafez AI Assad of Syria and Am in Mr. Gemayel’s meeting with QC tlqFAallYl llPVPlnTIC 

Gemayel of Lebanon Wednesday Mr. Assad, which follows months 11(11 V ^ 


DAMASCUS (R) — Presidents - 
HafezAi Assad of Syria and Amin 
Gemayel of Lebanon Wednesday 
held a second 'round of talks here, 
continuing discussions diplomats 
say centre on how Lebanon wifi go 
about scrapping ire troop wit- 
hdrawal accord with Israel 

v The two men met earlier Wed- 
.oexday ora meeting also attended 
by Syrian Prime Minister Abdul 
Raouf Al Kasm, the .two. cou- 
ntries' foreign ministers and other 
officials. 

The diplomatic sources said 
there was speculation that abr- 
ogation-of the agreement with Isr- 
ael signed last May, could be ann- 
ounced in Damascus, or at res- 
umed national reconciliation talks 
between Lebanon's warring fac- 
tions in Geneva. 

Syria and its Lebanese opp- 
osition allies have demanded that 
the accord be scrapped, saying it 
jeopardised Syrian security and 
infringed Lebanon’s sovereignty 
and independence, as well as leg- 
itimising Israeli gains from its June 
1982 invasion. 

The' Lebanese president is 
tznder strong pressure from his 
country's predominantly Chr- 
istian right-wing factions not to 
scrap tbe agreement. 

But he has been forced to make 
concessions to Syria and its allies 
■by opposition military victories in 
the fighting in Lebanon and wit- 
hdrawal of American. Italian and 
British peacekeeping troops from 


Beirut, the sources said. 

Mr. Gemayel’s meeting with 
Mr. Assad, which follows months 
of negotiations by Saudi med- 
iators shuttling between Beirut 
and Damascus, marks his first visit 
to Syria since he took office in 
September 1982. 

He had been due to come to 
Damascus laSt'November. but the 
trip was postponed at the last min- 
ute because of Mr. Assad’s sudden 
illness. 

The sources described the mee- 
ting as the stan of a thaw in rel- 
ations between the two gov- 
ernments, soured by the Israeli 
invasion and Mr. GeraayeTs pre- 
vious dependence on the United 
States to secure withdrawal of for- 
eign troops from his country. 

The Lebanese president rec- 
eived a warm welcome from Mr. 
Assad and other Syrian officials' 
when he arrived at Damascus' old 
airport in a chartered Swiss plane 
carrying the Red Cross. 

Syrian newspapers, meanwhile, 
stressed Wednesday there could 
be no solution to the Lebanon cri- 
sis without Syria's acquiesence. 

“No political move or proposal 
for Lebanon will succeed if it con- 
tradicts Syria's position and pri- 
nciples,'’ the official Al Thawra 
newspaper said in a front-page 
editorial. 

Saudi Arabia urges active U.S. 
diplomatic role in Lebanon, page 2 


Car bomb kills 
2 in west Beirut 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — A car 
bomb exploded in mainly Muslim 
west Beirut and rival militias 
bombarded residential areas of 
the city Wednesday as President 
Amin Gemayel met Syrian leader 
Hafez Al Assad in a summit seen 
as a turning-point in his foreign 
policy. 

At least two people were killed 
and 27 wounded by the car bomb, 
which Mew up between two apa- 
rtment blocks in a wealthy area of 
The capital, state-run Beirut Radio 
said, 

Tbe bomb, planted m a blue 
BMW according to a Lebanese 
Red Cross worker at the scene, set 
fire to nearby ears, smashed win- 
dows and damaged the facades of 
the two buildings. 

It was the fins car bomb to exp- 
lode in Beirut since opposition 
militias drove army units loyal to 
Mr. Gemayel out of the western 
sector three weeks ago. 

The blast came m the middle of 
an afternoon of arnfieiy exc- 
hanges between predominantly 
Cfnikian rightist militias in the. 
east and the opposition forces in 
the west. 

The radio of the rightist forces 
said shells fell os parts of east Bei- 
rut eariy Wednesday afternoon 
and snipers shot arid wounded 
. several dvifans on the east ride of 


the from lines. 

Heavy artiBery opened up on 
densely populated areas of the 
western sector shortly afterwards, 
apparently is retaliation for the 
attacks on the east'. 

Ambulances raced through the 
streets of tbe capital aijd first radio 
reports said* seven people were 
injured in the bombardments. 

The main rightist militia, the 
“Lebanese Forces.” earner this 
week accused the mainly Muslim 
opposition groups of siting\Qeld 
guns in the western sectored 
vowed to fire back. 

Eyewitnesses in east Beirut salfl 
“Lebanese Forces” vehicles were 
touring .the streets of east Beirut 
Wednesday warning people to 
slay indoors for their safety. 

The explosion triggered a fire 
that destroyed at least eight other 
‘cars, U knocked down metal rai- 
lings, from the balconies of a 12- 
storey building and threw shards 
of glass into th e street, panicking 
pedestrians. 

Neighbours said they did not 
think the attack had a clear pol- 
itical target because the building 
houses only average families. 

u There*sai least two peoplekil- 
led and Tbe figure of injured is 
between 50 and 75,” said Mah- 
mud Chatilla, a 25-year-old res- 
■ cue worker. 


BAHRAIN (Agencies) — Iran’s 
latest war offensive against - Iraq, 
entered its second week Wed- 
nesday, with both sides locked in 
heavy ground fighting and :nc- . 
.reared. .tension in the strategic 
Gulf waterway. 

Iraq, which said more than 
30.000 Iranian troops have been 
killed in the past few days, has 
acknowledged that Iran is holding 
the oil-rich Majnoon Island in 
Iraq's southeastern marshland. 

’ Iran, meanwhile, said it would 
not accept conditions laid down by 
Washington that all planes and 
vessels maintain a certain distance 
from U.S. ships in the Gulf unless 
with prior consent. 

The United States, which has 
about 30 warships in the Arabian 
Sea and Indian Ocean, has ple- 
dged to maintain free passage in 
the Gulf, which Iran has thr- 
eatened to seal at tbe Strait of 
Hormuz if Iraq disrupts its oil shi- 
pments (UJ5. officials doubt Ira- 
nian ability to block Hormuz, page 
2 ). 

In a move that threatened to 
escalate the 41 -month-old war, 
Iraq reported on Monday its pla- 
nes had bombed tankers at Iran's 
Kharg Island oil terminal 

Iran denied the Iraqi report, 
which has received no ind- 
ependent confirmation so far. 

U.S. officials in Washington 
said Tuesday the war was in much 
the same deadlocked state with no 
significant shift in the battle lines. 

In Paris. Iraqi First Deputy 
Prime Minister Taha Yassin Ram- 
adan said Tuesday night his cou- 
ntry would attack any oil tanker 
heading for Kharg The export 
terminal near the head of the Gulf 
lies within an Iraqi-imposed war 
zone. 

Mr. Ramadan, in Paris for talks 
with French leaders, told a news 
conference that tbe blockade on 
Kharg would remain in force as 
long as Iran denied Iraqi shipping 
access to the Gulf. The Iranian 
counterthreat to blockade Hor- 
muz, closing off the Gulf to all oil 
tankers and other shipping was 
“of no interest” to Iraq because its 
own ships have long been barred, - 
he added. 


Mr. Ramadan, tbe third ranking 
Iraqi official said the Iranians had 
“ gained a few kilometres here and 
there” in their current offensive. 
. but added: “Battles are not raea- 
sires in the number of kilometres 
gained or lost, but in the final out- 
* come. The limited Iranian adv- 
ances were stopped with a very 
heavy cost to the enemy, in acc- 
ordance with a precise plan. There 
was no breakthrough." 

Last month. Washington war- 
ned all vessels to stay eight kil- 
ometres from U.S. navy ships in 
the Gulf and all planes to fly at 
least 600 metres overhead unless 
they had prior agreement. 

In Tehran, an Iranian foreign 
ministry spokesman said Tuesday 
Washington would be responsible 
for any incident caused by U.S. 
actions in the Gulf. 

Iraq said Tuesday it had won the 
biggest victory of the war by cru- 
shing an Iranian offensive and dri- 
ving Iranian forces back across the 
border near the southern city of 
Basra. 

. “Iraq's flag was hoisted at the 
last fortified position held by the 
Iranians at the Iraqi village of AJ 
Beidha.” a battle commander said 
in a cable to Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein. 

Iran, meanwhile, reported a vic- 
tory for its troops 145 kilometres 
north of Basra, at Iraq's Majnoon 
Island, eight kilometres from the 
border. 

An Iraqi commander int- 
erviewed by the Associated Press 
in the town of Azair. about 88 kil- 
ometres north of Basra, verified 
thai Iran maintained control of 
Majnoon. But the commander, 
Major-General Hisham Sabah 
Fakhri, said Iraq had pushed Ira- 
nian troops out of much of the sur- 
rounding marshland. 

The Iraqi commander told rep- 
oners the Majnoon Island would 
be “purged” and the Iranians hol- 
ding it crushed soon in a major 
offensive (See story on page 3). 

Reuter correspondent Subhy 
Haddad reported that journalists 
were shown 150 Iranian 
prisoners-of-war, among them 
children aged between 11-16 
years old. 



His Majesty King Hnsrein and Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat Wednesday meet officers of the Royal 
Jordanian Air Force who took part in a mXtary 


exercise watched by the King and Mr. Arafat (Petra 

photo) 


King, Arafat watch military exercises 


AMMAN I J.T.J — His Majesty King Hussein and 
Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLOj Cha- 
irman Yasser Arafat Wednesday attended military 
exercises by units of the Third Royal Armoured 
Division, the Jordanian News Agency, Petra, said. 

Following the visit, the King and the PLO cha- 
irman pakl a visit to an air bare where they met with 
the copTraander of the Royal Jordanian Air Force 
^andmher senjor officers. They watched formations 


of aircraft taking off and toured the bare. They also 
met with officers who presented a briefing on the 
duties and activities of the base. 

The two leaders were accompanied by Prime 
Minister Ahmad ‘Obeidat, Armed Forces 
Commander-in-Chief Lt-Gen. Sharif Zaid Ibn 
Shaker. PLO deputy military commander Khalil 
Al Wazdr and senior officers from the Jordanian 
Armed Forces. 


Hussein visits Azraq oil exploration site 



His Majesty King Hussein, accompanied by Natural 
Resources Authority officials and .technicians, 

AMMAN tJ.T.) — His Majesty King Hussein 
Wednesday expressed his satisfaction with jMe 
work of specialists at oil exploration wells at Azraq 
and praised the team's endeavours, and loyalty to 
their country. 

The King was speaking during a tour of the 
Kurina well site at Azraq. where he inspected exp- 
loration and drilling operations. The discovery of 
oil in the region is hoped to usher a new and bright 
era for Jordan and help the country achieve self- 
sufficiency. the King said. 

During his tour. King Hussein was briefed by 


Hart stuns I Hus: 
Mondale - 

MANCHESTER, New Ham- U- J.»3V' I 
pshire (R) — Senator Gary Hart. R „ . 
promising new ideas and new ny »atame 

blood, has won a stunning early Jordan umei 
victory over favourite Walter AMMAN — 

Mondale in the battle for the U.S. Minister Felipe 
Democratic presidential nom- here from 
mation. Wednesday am 

Rising like a meteor in the opp- His Majesty Ki 
osition party’s race for the White Royal P a l a 
House, the 47-year-old Colorado accompanying .’ 
senator beat former Vice- talks were centr 
President Mondale by more than peace efforts an 
10 percentage points in Tuesday’s diplomatic reiat 
New Hampshire presidential pri- pn 0r lo his 

mary, first of the 1984 election Riyadh after cot 
seas ° n - visit to Sauc 

Ohio Sen. John Gleon finished Gonzalez told F 
a distant third as New Hampshire what he desc 
voters, apparently signalling a inflexibility 
weariness with old faces, changed Palestinian ques 
the Democratic race from a Mon- the light of this 
dale runaway into a David- be useless for 
Goliath duel between upstart Hart including Spair 
and well-financed and well- j sra el what it w 
organised Mondale. that Israel wo 

A subdued Mondale conceded senses.” 
defeat but predicted he would win Officials s 

tbe nomination anyway. Gonzalez, wh 


Wednesday toms the site of oil exploration activities 
in Azraq (Petra photo) 

Natural Resources Authority iNRAi Vice- 
President Ahmad Dakhqan on the progress of exp- 
loration work and the future plans. He also heard a 
briefing by NRA President Yusuf Al Nimri on the 
production capacity of the well and drilling ope- 
rations in the whole region. 

Later King Hussein watched oil flowing from the 
well and the process of burning of crude and acids. 

The King was accompanied on the visit by Chief 
of the Royal Court Marwan AJ Oasem. 

‘Obeidat visits oil exploration site, page 3 


Hussein, Gonzalez 
discuss Mideast 


By Salameh B. Ne’matt 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Spanish Prime 
Minister Felipe Gonzalez arrived 
here from Saudi Arabia 
Wednesday and held talks with 
His Majesty King Hussein at the 
Royal Palace. Officials 
accompanying Mr. Gonzalez said 
talks were centred on Middle East 
peace efforts and Spain's plans on 
diplomatic relations with Israel. 

Prior to his departure from 
Riyadh after concluding a two-day 
visit to Saudi Arabia, Mr. 
Gonzalez told Reuters referred to 
what he described as Israeli 
inflexibility towards the 
Palestinian question and said: “In 
the light of this conduct, it would - 
be useless for other countries 
including Spain, to try to give 
Israel what it wants in the belief 
that Israel would come to its 
senses.” 

Officials said that Mr. 
Gonzalez, who has stressed 


U.N. reportedly nears decision on Beirut force 

SjNITED NATIONS (R) — The ertook Tuesday to produce yet i n Beirut, leaving only the French sources added. 


Security Council appeared to be another version, mainly to meet 
inching towards a decision on a - remaining Soviet objections. 

r_.T , . j- ..V I I-! ..1J 


Freiuh proposal to dispatch Uni- Britain' s Sir John Thomson told 

ted Nations troops to Beirut to reporters: “I think we shall get an 
replace the four-nation Multi- agreement... the feeling around 
Natiomti Force. the table was we were making 

AfieiVhree public meetings and progress and that there was a 
extensive closed-door con-- strong desire to reach a con- 
sultations council members sch-’ re ns us... at any rate a resolution 
eduled a farther round of private against which there were no neg- 
bargaining. Wednesday in an air of alive votes.” 
cautious optimism. The United States, Britain and 

France, wmch has circulated a Italy pulled their contingents out 
revised draft of its original res- of the Multi-National Force 
olurion calling for the est- (MNFj earlier this month in the 
ablishment of a kJ.N. force, und- face of renewed factional warring 


in Beirut, leaving only the French 
troops in place. 

The present draft calls for the f 
U.N. force to move into position' 
as soon as all elements of the MNF 
have left Lebanese territory and 
territorial waters. 

Western sources said the Soviet 
Union wished to add the proviso 
that there must be no renewal of 
shelling or air bombardment. 

This was aimed at blocking any • 
further involvement in the fighting" 
by United States warships sta- 
tioned off the Lebanese coast or 
by carrier-bared U.S. aircraft, the 


sources added. 

The Soviet Union was also said 
to object to wording in the res- 
olution's preamble calling for the 
withdrawal from Lebanon of all 
foreign forces whose presence has 
not been approved by the Leb- 
anese government. 

Western sources said the Soviet 
Union sought to focus on the Isr- 
aeli troops remaining in southern 
Lebanon while avoiding even an 
indirect reference to the Syrian 
army units that occupy large areas 
in the north and east of the cou- 
ntry. 


Spanish support for Palestine 
Liberation Organisation iPLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat 
throughout his Middle East trip, 
was expected to meet the 
Palestinian leader late Wednesday 
night or Thursday morning. The 
officials attached special 
importance to Mr. Gonzalez’s 
talks in Jordan because of the 
renewed dialogue between King 
Hussein and Mr. Arafat. 
Observers say that Spain seeks a 
larger role in the Middle East 
peace efforts. 

Saudi Arabia's foreign minister. 
Prince Saud Al Faisal said dfrlier 
Wednesday that Spanish 
recognition of Israel would be an 
empty-handed gesture that would 
'not contribute to peace in the 
Middle East. The foreign 
minister's statement was 
interpreted as a warning to the 
'Madrid government of an 
unfavourable Saudi reaction to 
the possibility of full 
Spanish-lsraeli relations. 

The Spanish prime minister was 
received at the airport by Prime 
Minister Ahmad k Obeidat. 
Foreign Minister Taher Al Masri, 
Minister of Trade. Industry and 
Tourism Jawad AJ Anani. Spanish 
Ambassador to Jordan Emilio 
Menendez del Valle and 
high-ranking Jordanian officials. 
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2 Middle East news 


U.S. officials doubt Iran’s 
ability to close Hormuz 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Any Iranian attempt to 
close the Gulf to oil tankers can be blocked by the 
U.S. Navy, according to Pentagon officials. - 


Since the Iran- Iraq war began id 
lyHti. Iran has repeatedly vowed 
to shut off the Gulf if its oil facility 
at Khaig Island is attacked, noted 
the officials, speaking Wednesday 
only on condition they not be 
named. 

No Iranian attempt to close the 
Strait of Hormuz at the mouth of 
the Gulf has actually been made, 
the officials noted. 

About 40 per cent of Lhe oil 
used by the non-Communisi 
world hows through the 42- 
kilometre-wide Strait of Hormuz 
at the bottom of the Gulf. U.S. 
President Ronald Reagan said last 
week that “there is no way we 
could allow that channel to be clo- 
sed.” 

To back up that promise, the 
Pentagon has five ships in the Gulf 
and 3d more in the Indian Ocean. 


including the aircraft carrier Vlid- 
*way and its four escort ships. They 
are on station in the northern 
Arabian Sea within easy striking 
distance of the Strait of Hormuz. 

“We could stop any actual att- 
empt by the Iranians.” said one 
U.S. Navy officer. "(But) Lloyd’s 
might follow up by effectively 
doing the job for Iran." 

He was referring to worries that 
Iranian attacks on oil tankers 
might- force a large increase in 
rates charged by Lloyd" s of Lon- 
don. the British insurance syn- 
dicate. A rate increase combined 
with safety fears of tanker captains 
might slow the steady stream of oil 
shipments. 

Should Iran actually attempt to 
close the strait, it would have two 
choices — sinking ships to bar nav- 
igation or seeding the area with 


mines. 

But sinking tankers is unlikely 
to do the job since the strait has a 
pair of fairly wide ship channels. 
Pentagon officials said. 

Sinking one tanker wouldn’t 
block either channel because 
wrecks could be blown up by navy 
planes. It would take a number of 
ships sunk in strategically placed 
spots, to create a hazard serious 
enough to foil the sophisticated 
navigating devices on modem 
tankers. 

The officials also pointed out 
that such sinkings could well be 
beyond the capacities of Iran's 
small navy or its air force. U.S. 
intelligence officials speculated 
that Iran has less than 5n working 
fighter planes and only a few small 
naval vessels. 

Iran’s other option would be to 
lay mines, but that could also be 
countered, the Pentagon officials 
say. 
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Arab Gulf states agree to * y 
Implement Islamic law $ 


By Hamza Hendawi 

Renter 


A member of Shi'he *AmaT mili tia fires an AK-47 
assault rifle towards Lebanese army positions as 


fighting along Beirut's ‘Green Line' continued, 
Monday (AP wirephoto) 


S. Arabia urges active U.S. role in Lebanon 


Iraq vows to ‘purge’ marshland of Iranians 


AL UZAYR. Iraq ( R 1 — Iraq for 
the first time has acknowledged 
that Iran was occupying the oil- 
rich .vi a j noon Island in sou- 
theastern Iraqi marshland, but 
said the territory would be “pur- 
ged" soon. 

The commander of East Tigris 
operations. Maj. Gen. Hisham 
Sabah A1 Fakhri. told cor- 
respondents at his headquarters in 
this small town that the Iranians 
were still holding the island, at 
Hawizah marshes, which contain 
one of the richest oil fields in sou- 
thern Iraq. 

He said: “The best way to des- 
troy them (the Iranians) is to keep 
them there (in the island) and 
crush them in a major offensive.” 

The commander spoke to for- 
eign reporters who arrived Tue- 
sday in this town. 40 kilometres 
north of Basra Port on the main 


Baghdad-Basra road. 

Iran, which launched an off- 
ensive on the southern front last 
week in the 41 -month-old Gulf 
war with Iraq, said on Friday its 
forces had seized the Maj noon Isl- 
and area a few kilometres from the 
border. 

The Iraqi regional commander 
said the Iranians had attacked this 
sector with four divisions of mos- 
tly irregular troops, using river 
boats of different sizes, but all had 
been wiped out except for a few 
who fled and 1 5i J captured. 

He said the Iranians' infiltration 
through the passages of Hawizah 
marshes which extend over 1 .5011 
square kilometres was not a sur- 
prise for the Iraqi forces. 

Reporters saw the 150 pri- 
soners of war. among them chi- 
ldren between 11-16 years old. led 
by several old Mullahs (Muslim 


teachers). 

Gen. Fakhri said that overall 
the attack was on a front 60 kil- 
ometres wide aimed at seizing the 
main Baghdad-Basra road in A1 
Qumah and A1 Uzayr towns. He 
acknowledged that a “very few of 
them reached the road” but were 
captured later on. 

He said: “The Iranians attacked 
without air cover and without 
armour... they captured two vil- 
lages only... the battle continued 
for more than 4R hours and ended 
at 12:30 hours today (0930 GMT 
Tuesday).” 

Gen. Fakhri categorically den- 
ied Iranian charges that Iraq used 
chemical weapons in recent Gulf 
war battles, in which, he said, the 
Iranians had lost 30.000 men kil- 
led and between 50.000 and 
80.000 wounded. 


WASHINGTON (R) — Saudi 
Arabia's King Fahd has urged 
President Reagan to stay actively 
involved in Lebanon but the Uni- 
ted States has rejected Lebanese 
President Amin Gemayers req- 
uest for an extended military 
commitment, the Washington 
Post reported Wednesday. 

Quoting unnamed diplomatic 
sources, the paper said the Reagan 
administration had turned down 
Mr. Gemayers request for U.S. 
naval firepower to maintain the 
military status quo in Lebanon. 

Administration spokesmen had 
no immediate comment on the 


report. 

The Post said a letter (Tom King 
Fahd was delivered to Mr. Reagan 
late Tuesday by the Saudi amb- 
assador shortly after the envoy s 
return to Washington from the 
Middle East. 

The King warned that dis- 
engaging from Lebanon could 
cause irreparable damage to U.S. 
influence in the region, the paper 
reported, quoting sources it said 
were familiar with the letter. 

Administration officials have 
signalled that the United States 
now intends to play a passive role 
in Lebanon. Mr. Reagan's Middle 


Easr envoy Donald Rumsfeld 
would withdraw from diplomatic 
efforts to resolve the country’s 
problems, they said on Monday. 

Mr. Rumsfeld was not expected 
to return to Lebanon and would 
concentrate on Mr. Reagan’s plan 
for an overall Middle East peace 
settlement, they said. 

The decision was taken because 
of the withdrawal of U.S. Marines 
from Beirut to'ships offshore and 
the absence now of any mea- 
ningful U.S. role in trying to stem 
the violence and encourage rec- 
onciliation between warring fac- 
tions. the officials said. 


Sinai force commander says Israel, 
Egypt keen on keeping security pact 


Sudan reports rebel attack on regional capital 


KHARTOUM (AP) — The Sud- 
anese army confirmed Wednesday 
that guerrillas had shelled a reg- 
ional capital last week but said no 
one had been injured. 

In a statement distributed by 
the official Sudan News Agency 
(SUNA), an army spokesman said 
rebels had shelled Malakal. the 
capital of the Upper Nile Region, 
located, some . 690 -kilometres 


south of Khartoum. 

“The recently reported attack 
by outlaws was merely a random 
shelling of the town’s outskirts 
that injured nobody.” the army 
statement said. 

SUNA did not say when the att- 
ack took place but claimed Sud- 
anese.^ .troops had. “annihilated" 
the-rebels. 

The statement said the town 

rz. " 


was calm “after the outlaws have 
been dealt with” and claimed Nile 
River and land transport to the 
southern regions had been sec- 
ured. 

Rebels have charged that Sud- 
anese President Jaafar Numeiri 
and his government, dominated 
north Sudanese Arabs, have sho : 
rtchanged the southern areas in 
economic developments. 


TEL AVIV. Israel (AP) — Lt. 
Gen. Fredrik Bull-Hansen. the 
Norwegian commander of the 
Multinational Force monitoring 
the peace between Egypt and Isr- 
ael. said Tuesday there had been 
few violations of the security agr- 
eements in the Sinai desert sep- 
arating the two countries. 

“There have been some bre- 
aches. but they were more in the 
nature of bureaucratic errors.” he 
said but refused to explain further, 
saying that his task was to report 
to Israel and Egypt, “not to any- 
one else.” 

“Both countries are very keen 
to stick to the agreement." he 
added in an interview conducted a 


month before he was to give up his 
position to become Norway's def- 
ence chief July l . 

The 2.61rfi-member monitoring 
force, whose general director was 
killed in a Rome terrorist attack 
earlier this month, is charged with 
ensuring that both countries hon- 
our the terms of their 197y Camp 
David agreement. Since it moved 
into Egyptian-held Sinai in 1981. 
Gen. Bull-Hansen said, the ten- 
nation force has tried to guarantee 
that “no act of beiigerency be all- 
owed to originate in the one cou- 
ntry against the other.” 

Israel has reported incidents of 
mines planted in the Negev Desert- 


area bordering Sinai, which killed 
and wounded several bedouins, 
but- there have been no published 
reports of illegal troop movements 
on either side despite the cold 
peace on the political level. 


Hie Norwegian officer also said 
that wherever possible in trouble 
spots around the world, “we sho- 
uld try and use the United Nations 
rather than a Multinational Force, 
because the U.N. has the broadest 
political backing.” But he declined 
to talk about a widened dep- 
loyment of United Nations troops 
in Lebanon or the role of the Nor- 
wegian battalion in South Leb- 
anon. 


BAHRAIN — Saudi Arabia and 
its Gulf allies have agreed to imp- 
lement strict isiatmc/'Sharia'’ law 
within five years. 

The six Gulf stales, their Mus- 
lim traditions increasingly under 
the influence of Western ways, 
decided at a recent meeting in 
Riyadh to safeguard those tra- 
ditions by embracing more closely 
the teachings of God and the Pro- 
phet Mohammad. 

The meeting of the justice min- 
isters of Saudi Arabia and the 
other five members of the Gulf 
Co-operation Council — Kuwait. 
Bahrain. Oman. Qatar and the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) — 
agreed on a five-year plan under 
which they will move towards imp- 
lementation of Islamic laws. 

Saudi Arabia, home of the pur- 
itanical Wahhabis Movement, 
has largely applied the Sharia laws 
since the rise to power of the AJ 
Saud family more than half a cen- 
tury ago. 

But most of its banks follow cap- 
italist principles, while the other 
Gulf states' legal systems axe lar- 
gely Europcan-style. 

Sharia Laws, whose application 
has varied greatly from Islam's 
early days in the 7th century, are 
based on the Muslims' holy book, 
the Koran, and Prophet Moh- 
ammad's teachings. 

The laws regulate the social, 
economic and political affairs of 
society and are supposed to ensure 
the welfare of every Muslim. 

The word “Islam” means' 
“submission” or "surrender” to 
God. But to Muslims. Islam is 
more than a religion, h is a culture 
with religion as the dominating 
factor determining the character 
of a .Muslim state. 

The Riyadh meeting decided to 
set up a committee of three noted 
Ulemas (religious scholars) to 
study how to adapt existing laws to 
the Sharia. Their rec- 
ommendations will go to a com- 
mittee of six Ulemas, one from 
each of the Six Council Countries. 


"After that." one official told 
Reuters, “the justice ministers 
will meet to ratify the rec- 
ommendations of the Ulemas and 
leave the matter up to their heads 
of state. 

“Our world has become so 
complicated. • and to adjust the 
Sharia to present day life is also so 
complicated that it could take 


more than five years, or perhaps 
less,” he said. . 

Ah hough some aspects of the 
Sharia are applied in Saudi Arabia 
— such as amputation of thieves' 
hands — and to a lesser extent in 
other Gulf -states. H is the rem- 
aining - tenets of Islamic Ian s 
which are likely to prove most dif- 
ficult -to implement, the officials 
said. . 

The Western -style banking sys-"# 
tern, for example, is stiB pre- 
dominant in the Gulf while the 
Sharia forbids the concept of mak- 
ing interest. 

Kuwait and the UAE. however, 
both .have a handful of Islamic 
banks which do not charge interest 
rates on loans. Commissions arc 
charged instead. 

Saudi Arabia, home of the two , 
holiest Muslim shrines of Mecca 
and .Medina, has no Islamic banks 
operating officially although some 
private Islamic financial org- 
anisations have been allowed to 
operate as the personal- property 
of princes, according io informed 
sources in the kingdom. 

Alcohol is strictly banned in 
Saudi Arabia but Interior Ministry 
statistics reveal that 3u percent of 
the more than 1 -l.iifHi legal cases 
in 1482 dealt with alcohol abuses 

Other aspects of the Sharia are 
widely carried out in the vast kin- 
gdom. such as complete sep- 
aration of the sexes in public and a 
halt in all business activities during 
prayer periods — five times a day. 

Saud i Arabia. whoseTuling fam- 
ily, like those in the other Gulf 
Arab States, in Sunni Muslim, 
makes a point of carryingout pun- 
ishments in public, mostly after 
Friday prayer gatherings. 

One problem was that if Islamic 
banks were set up. this might pose 
a dilemma by implying that the 
existing Saudi banking system was^j - 
un- Islamic, the sources "said. 

Bahrain, a flourishing island 
nation with a large Western com- 
munity. uses parts of the Sharia on 
civil matters such as- marriage, 
divorce and inheritance. But it all- 
ows its people considerable lib- 
erties compared with other parts 
of the Gulf. 

Bahrain is the only Arab Gulf rr 
state to allow its nationals access ii 
to alcohol and women in Bahrain 
enjoy almost equal footing with 
men. 

In Kuwait, a small Gulf state 
enjoying massive wealth, the Sha- 
ria is also confined to matrimonial 
matters despire repeated calls tor 
full implementation.- - 
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TODAY’S EVENTS 

EXHIBITIONS 


Amman Municipal Library ..... 361 1 1 
University of Jordan Library 843555 


AMMAN AIRPORT 


• "Portraits of Landscapes from the 
Middle East” by Wolfgang Tielsch at 
the Goethe Institute at 98MI a.m. 


' Paintings by Ahmad N a' wash at the 
University of Jordan's Library at Hunt 
a.m. 


* Turkish Carpel exhibition at li> a.m.; 
paintings by Sabah at Rash dan; and pho- 
tos by Osman Akuz at the San Rock 
Hotel. 


* Turkish handicrafts and paintings exh- 
ibition at the Royal Cultural Centre. 


* " Photos exhibition on Romania at the 
Plastic Artists Association at Jabai 
Luweibdeh at 4;3U p.m. 


* "Le Roman Noil' - starts at the French 
Cultural Centre. 


FILM 

• ■■ Festival du film Polirier" starts at the 
French Cultural Centre at 7:30 p.m. 


VIDEO 

■ “Lulum" and “Television Cocugu" 
film programmes at the San Rock Hotel 
at 4HM» p.m. on Thursday. 


MUSIC 

- “Turkish folk music programme at 
9:30 p.m. ai the San Rock HoteL 


MUSEUMS 

FoUore Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 1U0 years old. Also mosaics 
from Madaba and Jerasb (4th to 18th 
centuries). The Roman Theatre. 
Amman. Opening hours: 9 .mi a.m. - 5 
p.m. Year-round. TeL 517611. 

Jordan Ar rtiw ots gtrri Museum; Hasan 
excellent collection of the antiquities of 
Jordan. Jabai AJ OaT a {Citadel Hill). 
Opening hours: 9.00 aun. - 5.00 pjn. 
(Fridays and official holidays IUJNia.ni. 
4.00 p.m.|. Closed Tuesdays. 

Jordan National Celery: Con tains a col- 
lection of paintings, ceramics, and scu- 
lptures by contemporary Islamic artists 
from most of die Muslim countries and a 
coflection of paintings by 1 9th Century 
orientalist artists. Muntazab. Jabai 
Luweibdeh. Opening hours: 10.00 a.m. 
1 Jo p-m. and 3.30 p.m. - 6.U0 p.m. 
Closed Tuesdays. TeL 30128. 

Martyrs' Memorial (Military Museum): 
Collection of military memorabilia dat- 
ing from the Arab Revolt of 1916. 
Sports City. Amman. Opening hours 9 
am. -4 p.m. Closed Saturdays. TeL 
664240. 

Papular Life of Jordan Museum: 1UO to 

150 year old items such as costumes, 
weapons, musical instruments, etc. 
Opening houra: 9.00 a.m. - 5.00 p.m. 
Closed Tuesdays. Tel. 37169. 


This information is supplied by Alia inf- 
ormation department a die Queen AUa 
International Airport let i08) 53250. 
where it should always be verified. 
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LECTURE 

* “ Discuss Turkey" at the San Rock 
Hotel at 5:30 p.m. 
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St- J o n e ph Church I Roman Catholic ) 
Jabai Amman, teL 2459(1. 

Church of the Anunm lalioo (Roman 
Catholic) Jabai Luweibdeh. 37440. 

De hi Sale Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabai Hussein, 661757. 

Church ef the Anmmdatian (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdali. 23541. 

Anglican Church (Church of the Red- 
eemer) Jabai Amman. 41S59. 
Ar m en ia n Catholic Church Ashrafieh. 
71331. 
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Bulletin supplied by the Depanmem of 
Meteorology. 


It will be fair and <Jry. with medium and 
high clouds: andjwinds will be easterly 
moderate. In Aqaba, winds will be nor- 
therly /node rate and seas calm. 


Low'fugh temperature in deg.C. 

Amman 6/22 

Aqaba ..2. 9/26 

Deserts ... 3/23 

Jordan p alley ..... 10/25 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 21. Aqaba 25. Humidity rea- 
dings: Amman 25 per cent. Aqaba 18 
percent. 
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noil warns against 
p^p^iuctioasfaortfall 


V:. 


— TljeAjab 
■ Union - of Fqocfctoff .Industries 

? {AUFI j expects de man d for dairy 

prp 4 uc^ io ibe Ax^ World to 
reach 13,743 mfllion: tonnes by 
- 19 M 7 i*hile its production of the 
products will be a; mere VO million 
tonnes.- : 

- .v- it aim proposes tfrai April 2 b be 
declared^ Axab Dairy Day" in a 
bid La eacourage lhe_ production 
aid to imprave the quality of dairy 

: -ptodnete, • • 

- A mecao to thiseffecl was-rec- 
cx?ed by the Amman Chamber of 
Udastryfrom the. AUFI 
secretary-general, FaiahJaber. 

DespiteArab projects to inc- 
rease dairyprodnafonSvdTe Arab 
World win, by 1985, beproducing 


nearly 3J> mfltioft tonnes less dairy 


products than its needs, and, if the 
present trend continues, the year 
2,000 win witness a shortfall of 
13.8 million tonnes of dairy pro- 
ducts worth $1,651 million. Dr. 
Jaber said. 

„ The AUFI proposed the hol- 
ding of a seminar to tackle the 
dairy products issue in each Arab 
country to cover production, pro- 
cessing and marketing. 

Such a seminar will focus Arab 
attention cm ways of developing 
dairy production and *wfli und- 
erline the importance . of dairy 
processing as a way of con- 
tributing towards the achievement 
of Arab food security. 


Social security provisions 
Outlined to expatriates 


AMNfAhl (J-T.J — A Jordanian 
detegafion from the Social Sec- 
urity Corporation (SSC), led by its 
J Director Farbi Obeid.. met jor- 
damans Employed by Qatari ins- 
titutions to explain the SSC law 
and its attendant benefits, the Jor- 
^ianiah .News Agency, Petra, rep- 
. orted from Doha. 

. Mr. Obeid and his delegation 
are making the. tour of Qatar and 
other 'Golf states upon ins- 
tructions from the government co 
offer SSC benefits to Jordanians 
working abroad and to invite them 
to contribute to the building of 
. their country. 

The expatriates’ are being inv- 
ited to join the SSC scheme on a 
voluntary. basis, Mr. Obeid ~ told 
'• the meeting. ' 

He said that this facility win be 
' available once the SSC .has arr- 
anged aU the administrative and 
technical facilities for h and is 
being.exte&ded in the light of the 
. success of SSC projeemin Jordan. 

Mr. Obeid explained the SSC 
laws and the accompanying ben- 
efit? and also the proposed system 
for applying SSC regulations to 
Jordudan expatriates. 


He also briefed bis audience on 
the range of the SSCs investments 
in various Jordanian' dev- 
elopment projects particularly 
housing schemes. 

The SSC is determined to offer 
Jordanian expatriates the chance 
of owning housing units in Jordan 
if they so wish provided they open 
savings account with thp Social 
Development Bank’ in which the 
SSC owns most of the shares, Mr. 
Obeid said. 

At the meeting; the Jordanian 
expatriates voiced their desire to 
be included with in the scope of 
the SSC law and to benefit from 
the housing scheme. They also 
expressed their appreciation to 
the Jordanian government for its 
response to their requests in this 
field. 

The Jordanian delegation later 
met Qatari Minister of Labour 
and Social Affairs All Ahsari to 
discuss co-operation between the 
two countries in labour-related 
matters. 

On Thursday the delegation is 
due to leave Qatar for the United 
Arab Emirates and later for Kuw- 
ait. 


ILO talks team chosen 

AMMAN- (J.T.) — An evaluation of the performance of the Arab 
Labour Office mid preparations for the next International Labour 
Organisation (ILO) conference wfll top the agenda of the 12th Arab 
Labour Conference meeting which will open in Baghdad on March 4, 

according to. Labour Minister Tayseer Abdul Jaber. 

The conference, he said, wifi discuss the budget and future pro- 
gramme for the Arab Labour Organisation during the coming year. 

- The Ministry of Labour delegation to the meeting win comprise 
Dr. Abdul Jaber as head, labour office Director Saleh A1 Tarawneh 
and industrial relations Director Saleh Fahmawi as well as Ali Issa 
from the SociaL Security Corp o ra ti on as members. 

Mr. Khalil Abu Kharraa, chairman of Jordanian Trades Union 
Federation, am! two other members mil represent the Jordanian 
trade unions at the meeting. - 

The director of Amman Chamber of Industry, AH Dajani and two 
other members wiB also be included in the Jordanian delegation. 

Amman Chamber of Commerce Chairman Amin Younis A1 Hus- 
seini and another member represent the chamber at the meeting. 




Ahmad ‘Obefdal (fifth from left) is briefed on the details of the Karma oil field daring his 
Tuesday (Photo by Yousef A1 4 Allan) 


Obeidat views drilling at Kurma well 



signs electricity 
contracts worth JD 71.7m 


By Afifeh A. Kaloti 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Jordan Electricity Authority (JEA) 
Wednesday signed four contracts valued at JD 71.7 
million for the construction of the first stage of the 
Aqaba Thermal Power Station. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime Minister 
Ahmad ‘Obeidst Tuesday ins- 
pected the drflfing operations at 
the Karma ad wefl in the Azraq 
region and was briefed on pro g ress 
in the oO prospecting process by 
engineers anH officials ou cite. 

Tbe prime minister also watched 
an experimental process by which 
crude oQ was extracted from the 
wed for using its own force and thr- 
ough pumping. He also watched 
-the tmamg of crude o3 and other 
chemical materials used in opening 
the porous rock in which tte oil 
fies. 

Resenting the briefing to the 
prime mmirtpr and other officials 
ware: Bagneet Kama! Jrasot, 
dfcector of the energy department 
at the Natural Resources Aut- 
hority (NBA); Khaled A1 Shiyab, 
head of the NRA tearing division, 
and Abdnfiah A1 Rousan and 


Mohammad Nabnlsi from the 
(NRA) drilling department. 

The prime miwtH f r praised the 
efforts of the specialists and eng- 
ineers who are conducting tte sur- 
vey and drilling operations and 
who are testing the ofl samples. 

Accompanying the prime min- 
ister on trfs tour of the oil site were: 

Minister of Industry, Trade and 
Tourism Jawad A1 Anani, Nat- 
ional P l a nning Council President 
Omar AbduHah, NRA Director- 
General Yusuf Al Nimri and NRA 

Deputy Dfrector Ahmad Dakhqan. 

An NRA spokesman said that 
the drflHng at the exploratory well 
at Kurma ended after reaching a 
depth of 3,217 metres. 

Samples extracted from the well 
were then tested to find out about 
the prospects for production, the 
spokesman said. 


He continued saying that ofl 
gushed out at a depth of 2,924 met- 
res and preliminary tests have 
shown that the oil has a 28 degree 
density by American standards 
and contains one per cent sulphur. 

At least 600 bands of crude oQ 
can be extracted daily from tbe 
Kurma well, tbe spokesman 
added. 

Kurma was the seventh exp- 
loratory well drilled by NRA teams 
m the region since the start of 1981 

within Jordan’s oil prospecting 

programme. 

The spokesman said that drilling 
has already started on an eighth 
wefl near H-4, while agfaanir shocks 
and surveys are continuing in a 
number of other areas. 

He said that the NRA now con- 
duct further tests to determine the 
production prospects of crude ofl 
from the Kurma well. 


Agricultural engineers 
call for more investment 


Friends of Archaeology 
arrange busy schedule 


By a Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter 

AMMAN — Archaeology fans 
wffl have their hands — and. their 
time — flafl in March if they take in 
the many and varied activities off- 
ered by the Friends of Arc- 
haeology, including fieldtrips, lec- 
tures,- exhibitions and courses. 

' The month starts with a lecture 
on the Pella excavations by dir- 
ector- Tim Potts, . at 7:00 p.ra., _ 
March 3. at the British Council. 

A lectuze in French win be given, 
by G.Tste at 6:00 p.m, ax the 
French Cultural Centre, entitled 
“The Dead Cities of Northern 
Syria". 

Dr. NabiJ Khairy of the Uni- 
versity of Jordan lectures on the 
1981 se a son .of excavations at 
Petra, at 7:00 pan. on March 10. 
at the Bifesh Council. 

Ex h i bition s during March inc- 
fode M overview of French con- 
tributions to Jordanian arc- 
haeotogy, at the University of Jor- 
dutHbcary from March 5-12: and 
4 pfatqsnmhic exhibition of mo-' 
ba gbiq p Bsf . projects - in Jordan 
sponsored by the British Institute 
at Attwmm for Archaeology and 
Tfintay,from March 25-31 at the 
Anmr HdaeL The British exh- 
frftiM mefodes daily film sho- 

-Hridtripa , 

:- Tfo month'* first fiekbrip is 
16< to Araq Al Amir 
‘ two Hefienistic and 

Stomau afos near Amman- 
-T^tesoadfiebbtrip is a rasher 
'mdea adventurous three-day 
:dtemg to south Jordan.. 
__ ijhe WhdiHessa, Khirbet 
* H BBtor, Dhat Ras, Lejjuo, “El 
K^&Kisf'-s Highway. Wadi 
Maraud Wadi Wafla. Par- 
tidpaatrwffl htve to bring their 


Friday, March 23, which wiQ also 
take in a nearby Bronze Age she 
and Qasr Behsir, a late Roman 
fort. 

Tbe course on Stone Tool Tec- 
hnology offered by Dr. Donald 
Henry continues through March, 
every Tuesday evening at ACOR 
(for .course information, contact 
Laura Hess at ACOR. 814917). 

Information of any of these Fri- 
ends of Archaeology activities can 
be obtained from Mrs. Adriana 
Hopper at 673489. 

The Friends of Archaeology are 
also planning a trip to Sinai for 
April 20-27, departing from 
Aqaba by ferry. Details and res- 
ervations from Adriana Hopper, 
673489, 


AMMAN (J.T.) —The Arab Agr- 
icultural Engineers Higher Cou- 
ncil, which begin its meeting Sun- 
day. renewed its call to Arab gov- 
ernments to give agriculture the 
due attention it needs and to direct 
investment into that sector. 

Participants also called on Arab 
countries to fa c ilitate the role of 
agricultural engineers in order to 
help them to perform the fun- 
ctions and tasks entrusted to them 
in the best manner possible. 

These sentiments came in a final 
communique issued by the council 
Monday at the conclusion of its 
three-days erf meeting. 

Tbe communique also stressed 
the distinguished role of Arab 
economic integration, particularly 
in the field of providing food for 
the Arab people, and emphasised 
the pioneering role of the Arab 
agricultural engineers in this res- 
pecL 

It also called on Arab agr- 
icultural engineers to continue to 


develop their profession in order 
to serve agriculture in the Arab 
World and to achieve the targets 
of self-sufficiency and food sec- 
urity. 

The participants also reviewed 
the current state of the Arab Nat- 
ion and reaffirmed the Palestinian 
people's right to self- 
determination and to establish a 
state on then national soil under 
the leadership of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO). 

It also voiced its total rejection 
of all attempts to liquidate the 
Palestinian cause. 

The council then denounced the 
conspiracy against Lebanon and 
called for the withdrawal of all 
invading forces and the abr- 
ogation of all pacts which touch 
upon the sovereignty of Lebanon. 

It also called for support for the 
Lebanese national forces in their 
just struggle against Zionism and 
imperialism. 


Cabinet 
chooses new ' 
representatives 

AMMAN (Petra) — The cabinet 
Wednesday appointed Walid Asf- 
our as government representative 
on the Jordan Fertiliser Industry 
Company board of directors. 

This position became vacant 
after the appointment of Dr. 
Hanna Odeh as minister of fin- 
ance. 

The cabinet also approved the 
appointment of Dr. _^ooriddin_j 
Taqiyiddin and Salem Al *Ekoor 
as members representing the gov- 
ernment on the board of directors 
of the Agricultural Marketing 
Organisation. 

The cabinet later gave its con- 
sent to the organising of a mobile 
archaeological exhibition to travel 
to Belgium and the Netherlands. 

The exhibition, entitled “Jor- 
dan's Civilisation through the 
Ages, is being organised by the 
Department of Antiquities and 
will display pottery found at dif- 
ferent Jordanian archaeological 
sites. 


Anthropology studies society to be set up 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A seminar on 
14 Anthropology in Jordan: State of 
the An?’ ended here Wednesday 
with a decision to establish a Jor- 
danian society for anthropological 
studies. 

It was also decided to publish 
research papers in Arabic and 
English as well as recording tbe 
other activities of the seminar 
which was opened here Saturday 
by Her Majesty Queen Noor. 

A spokesman for the seminar 
said that participants rec- 
ommended that anthropology 
scholars should be encouraged 
and their sources of information 


. 1 22-24. 

Lm kttdy aobaaiaata who 
JfeverfbofBB «ooiti like to seethe 


JWJ Cte^makc a one-day trip' oil 


extended and developed to enable 
them to conduct more studies on 
anthropology pertaining to Jordan 
and other Arab countries. 

The seminar was organised by 
tbe Department of Libraries. 
Documentation and National 
Archives (DLDNA) in co- 
operation with the University of 
Jordan and Yarmouk University. 

Several working papers were 
submined to the seminar and par- 


ticipants from Arab and foreign 
countries discussed issues related 
.to anthropological and social cha- 
nge in Jordan, and features of life 
in the rural areas. 

After the cloang session, the 
participants sent cable to Their 
"Majesties King Hussein and 
Queen Noor thanking them for 
hosting the seminar in Jordan and 
for their encouragement of such 
scientific seminars. 


Chairman of tbe Board of Dir- 
ectors of JEA Minister of Trade, 
Industry and Tourism Jawad AJ 
Anani signed the agreements with 
representatives from four int- 
ernational companies which were 
granted the awards, two of which 
are Japanese, one Italian and one 
German. 

The signing ceremony was att- 
ended by JEA Director-General 
Hishara Al Khatib and the aut- 
hority’s top officials as well as by 
ambassadors from countries of the 
firms involved. They were Mr. 
Naka Yama of Japan. Marquis 
Fabrizio I ^»nghi of Italy and Dr. 
Her mann Munz of Germany. 

In an interview with the Jordan 
Tunes, the JEA Public Relations 
Manager Marzouq Al Hadid said 
that the first stage of the project is 
expected to be completed in the 
second half of 1986 when two the- 
rmal units of a capacity of 130 . 
MW each wfll start working. 

Mr. Hadid explained that tbe 
generating capacity of the JEA 
power stations all over the Kin- 
gdom will reach 565 J MW at the 
end of 1984 and. with tbe Aqaba 
new Project, it wifl reach 825-5 
MW by the end of 1986. 

“Jordan’s generating capacity 
will exceed the countries demand 
by the end of 1986 which will 
mean that we wfll always have 
enough capacity for new industrial 
projects.” 

Award details 

On the distribution of work 
among the four companies and the 
value of each individual contract 
awarded. Mr. Hadid said that the 
Italian company Franco Tosi will 
do the work on the thermal tur- 
bines and the electrical gen- _ 
era tors, as well as its auxiliaries, 
and is priced at approximately J D 
28.7 million. 

The Mitsubishi Consortium of 
Japan will be responsible for work 
on the thermal boilers and its aux- 


iliaries with an award value of JD 
20 J million, he said. 

As to the other Japanese com- 
pany tbe Mitsubishi Corporation. 
Mr. Hadid said that they will be 
responsible for the civil -works of 
the project with a value of J D 20.5 
million. 

In respect to the Brown Boveri 
Corporation of West Germany, he 
said it will do the work on tbe 
switch-gear yard and its auxiliaries 
which is valued at JD 2 million. 
Mr. Hadid pointed out that ten- 
ders for work on fuel tanks, sea 
surveying, soil checking and con- 
sultancy services had also been 
invited. 

“The total cost of the awards 
amounted to JD 5.4 million and 
were granted to a Jordanian com- 
pany, two American companies 
and a Korean firm, thus the iota] 

■ amount of the project being about 
JD 77 minion.” 

Giving more details about the 
JD 5.4 million tenders. Mr. Hadid 
said that the fuel tanks tender was 
granted to the Korean company 
Sam Song whose bid was pitched 
at JD 1.3 million while the con- 
sultancy services were granted to 
America's Chas. T. Main Int- 
ernationa] with a value of JD 3.8 
million. 

The sea surveying and soil che- 
cking were given to the American 
Ocean Survey Company and to 
the Jardaneh Company of Jordan 
respectively both amounting to J D 
341.000. 

Financing 

Mr. Hadid pointed that, out of 
tbe total amount of money needed 
for the project, 1 8 per cent is being 
covered by tbe government and 
JEA whereas the rest of the fin- 
ancing is being covered by loans 
from the Kuwaiti Development 
Fund, the Arab Fund, the Saudi 
Development Fund, the Org- 
anisation of the Petroleum Exp- 
orting Countries, the World Bank. 


the West German Foreign Aid 
Agency, the British and Italian- 
governments and from com- 
mercial Joans arranged by the 
companies implementing the pro- 
ject. 

Asked why JEA chose Aqaba 
for the project and not any other 
area. Mr. Hadid said that it was 
due to geographical reasons. A sea 
water cooled thermal power sta- 
tion increases the efficiency while 
lowering the production cost of 
such a project for it does not con- 
sume so much fuel, saving 60 gra- 
mmes of fuel for each KW , he said. 
Another aim for choosing Aqaba, 
he added, is because the project, 
due to its location near a port, has 
ease of access to fuel supplies. 

Mr. Hadid added that the aim of 
the project in Aqaba is to facilitate 
the establishment of more ind- 
ustrial projects in the south and 
thus contribute to the dev- 
elopment of social and economic 
activities in the area. 

Transmission fine award 

The JEA will Thursday sign a 
contract for the Aqaba- Amman 
400 KV overhead transmission 
line project. 

The project, which comprises 
four, contracts, aims to transfer 
electrical power from the sub- 
station just to the south of 
Amman. 

The contract, which is to be sig- 
ned Thursday, was granted to a 
British company, Balfour Beatty, 
is to supply and erection metal 
towers. It is valued at JD 10 mil- 
lion, Mr. Hadid said. 

The agreement will be signed by 
Dr. Anani along with rep- 
resentatives from the company 
and will be attended by British 
ambassador Alan Urwick. be said. 

Mr. Hadid added that the other 
three contracts related to the pro- 
ject were given to Austrian. Jap- 
anese and British contractors. 

The work for the conductors 
and earthing wires, valued at J D 5 
million, was granted to 
Ranshofen-JBerndorf of Austria, 
the insulators contract went to C. 
Itoh and Co. Ltd. of Japan at a 
value of JD 1 .9 million, while the 
consulting services were granted 
to Preece. Cardew and Rider of 
Britain valued at JD 450,000, Mr. 
Hadid said in conclusion. 


CAEU talks recommend 
co-ordinated tax system 


AMMAN (J.T.) • — The Financial 
and Monetary Committee of the 
Council of Arab Economic Unity 
(CAEU) ended a three-day mee- 
ting here Wednesday during 
which it discussed a number of iss- 
ues and topics related to the co- 
ordination of Arab tax legislation. 

Speaking after the closing ses- 
sion, CAEU Assistant 
Secretary-General Mohammad 
A Sharif said that the committee 
had issued recommendations cal- 
ling on Arab countries to co- 
ordinate their currency exchange 
rates, to extend the use of the 
Arab currency of account (Arab 
Dinar ) and to lay the ground work 
for Arab monetary integration. 

The committee also called on 
Arab states to draw up a mec- 
hanism by which to settle inter- 
Arab balance of trade problems 
and to find ways of encouraging 
the investment of Arab funds in 
different Arab countries. 

It also urged Arab financial ins- 


titutions to find a common for- 
mula for the financing of major 
Arab schemes and to urge United 
Nations agencies to offer more 
financial aid to less developed 
Arab countries. Mr. Sharif said. 

The recommendations wfll now 
be submitted to the CAEU min- 
isterial meeting which is scheduled 
to start in Amman in June. 

The committee meeting! opened 
here Sunday. 


Fertiliser plant 
to be established 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordan 
Valley Fanners Association is to 
establish a project to mix fer- 
tilisers in the Arda region of the 
central Ghor. 

The project is costing JD 
10.000 and has a productive pot- 
ential of 20 tons per hour on the 
basis of one working session that 
can, when necessary, be doubled 
by operating a dual production 
line. 

The project will also reduce the 
cost per ton of fertilisers by $97, 


—THE INTERNATIONAL CLUB OF — 
DIPLOMATS 
will hold a Buffet Luncheon 
at The Shepherd Hotel 
on Wednesday February 29. 

All members of the club, and new diplomats and their 
spouses are welcome. There will be a cash bar from 
1 :30 p.m. and the buffet will be served free of charge 
from 2 p.m.. . 



INTERBOOK 


Booksellers 

The bookshop with only books'\ 


Illustrated books 
Near East publications 
Travel guides 
Ethnological studies 
Reference books 
Belles letters 
Oriental picture-books 
Occidental fiction 
Koran editions 


We open today and you can find us at the Second 
Circle, Al Buhtari Street , hear the French Loaf. 
‘Come and have a look , you might find the book 
you have been looking for. 



CAR FOR SALE 

Opel Ascona 1.91 yellow, four-doors, 78,000 km good con- 
dition, on view at car park of Intercontinental Hotel today. 

Lufthansa German Airlines - Phone: 41305 


A MESSAGE OF APPRECIATION 

A special thank you to Ali who has found our dog Matti also to 
the Police Dost Training Centre in Juweida for their help. 
Also special thanks to everyone who has helped us to locate 
her 

Thanking you ail 

The owners 


\1 


DELUXE FURNISHED HOUSE 
FOR RENT 

licely decorated and furnished house consisting of 
®e bedrooms, two bathrooms, reception, living 
>m and dining room, with separate sitting room and 
L fully-equipped kitchen. 

Apprbx. area 300 sq. fnetres with garden, telephone, 
centi*1 t heating and walHo-wall carpeting. 

•\ 

Location; Jabal Amman - 2nd Circle. 

teL 42935 between 3,00-12.00 and 
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Solidarity is the answer 


IT has never been fair for the United States and others to ask 
Jordan and the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) alone 
to give a new life to the moribund peace process in the Middle 
East, when Washington itself did not seem to be prepared to 
exert enough effort to wrestle even one concession from Israel 
on the questions of Lebanon or the West Sank. It has also been 
wrong to assume that Jordanians and Palestinians would want 
to be part of a process that is likely to complicate, rather than 
simplify, future steps towards achieving a comprehensive 
Middle Eatf settlement. 

It is not a secret that Jordan is willing, and has indicated on a 
number of occasions its willingness to negotiate peace, and 
even tab- a risk for it, provided that the PLO, as the sole and 
legitimate representative of the Palestinian people, agreed 
there was a fair chance that something might be accomplished 
through taking such a step. If and when the PLO said “yes,” 
Jordan would still be taking the big risk of struggling in a 
diplomatic quagmire with the Israelis; but, at least, Pal- 
' estmians and Arabs would have understood why it all had to 
happen this way. If, however, the PLO did not believe that 
progress was possible under the given circumstances, and that 
the organisation did not want to be a party to a doomed 
process, Jordan could only decide to play it safe, and und- 
erstandably so. 

Playing it safe cannot be the immediate answer to the Pal- 
estine problem, and all Arabs should be aware of this fact. 
Perhaps this explains why the Palestinians have often stressed 
diplomatic moves for achieving a political settlement but seem 
to have found that reaching a compromise among the various 
Palestinian groups was indeed more important than risking a 
split over one dramatic move that might have even promised of 
solving the Palestinian problem overnight. 

Still, the time factor mayor may not work in the interests of 
the Arab Nation, but time definitely is not totally ours; and 
therefore we cannot afford to ignore today’s realities as they 
are. In this context, our best option remains that of strong 
Jordanian-Palestinian solidarity, within a unified Arab pos- 
ition, to confront, together, the issue of peace or war. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

Al Ra’i: Stop the inhuman war 

THE WORLD watches while thousands of people are killed eve- 
ryday in the Iran- Iraq war and on both sides of the borders. The war 
continues with ferocity and intensity and at an unprecedented level. 
In the past weeks the Iran-Iraq war has assumed the level of total 
annihilation and savagery, and is threatening to engulf the whole 
region. 

The world powers stand by and watch, and many of them are 
selling arms to the two sides to make profit and gaLher wealth at the 
expense of the soldiers and civilians who fall in the battle and in the 
towns and villages. Moreover, Arab countries stand by and watch the 
massacre and the savage fighting without raising a finger to stop it. 
Thousands of people are killed, wounded and maimed as nei- 
ghbouring nations watch and occasionally issue statements. Is this the 
true belonging to the Arab nation, and is this an implementation of 
the joint Arab Defence Treaty? 

We can see that the Iraqis are capable of defending their land and 
are achieving successes over their enemies, but we also know that the 
war must stop because it is a war of annihilation and one that is 
fuelled by war mongers who are inhuman, and their actions should be 
denounced as contemptible and criminal. 


Al Dustour: Harmful Congress attitude 

AFTER ITS involvement in the Lebanese crisis and due to its failing 
policies in the region (he American administration has started to hint 
and imply that it is determined to seek a settlement to the Middle 
East issue by regarding the Palestine problem as the central point and 
the crux of the conflict. But this attempt is bound to fail because 
certain forces in the U.S. Congress have begun a campaign to thwart 
.any American policy not favouring Israel in any deal to come. 

Latest reports from Washington indicate that Congress com- 
' mittees have submitted motions calling for the transfer of the U.S. 
embassy in Israel from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem, banning any sort of 
. contact with the PLO, and increasing military and financial aid to 
Israel. It is regrettable indeed to see the Congress taking this line 
because its committees are actually contributing towards an esc- 
alation of tension and increasing the danger of wars in our region. 

■ These must realise that the danger they are creating will definitely 
harm American interests as well as many others, and that Israel 
cannot provide the necessary protection for such interests once the 
spark of war has flashed in this region. 


Sawt Al Shaab: Responsible movement 

JORDANIAN-PALESTINIAN talks continued Wednesday for the 
third day in a brotherly atmosphere, which carries hope for the 
people of the occupied Arab lands and the Arab Nation. The res- 
umption of the dialogue was in a responsible manner and in a spirit 
characterised by optimism and co-operation for the sake of serving 
higher Arab interests and for thwarting Zionist expansionist designs. 
Bolstering mutual understanding and finding a common ground for 
future action constitute the first step towards reviving an Arab cam- 
paign for solving the Middle East issue. 

The two sides are now bent on finding means to safeguard the 
rights of the Palestinians in their homeland and for stopping Israel's 
drive to evict the Arab people from their territories. 

His Majesty King Hussein's meeting with PLO chief Yasser Ara- 
fat is based on firm and strong convictions and a stable Jordanian- 
Palestinian relationship backed by social and historical links that 
moulded the two peoples together. The meeting is an expression of 
the two people s wishes and their aspirations. 


The thread that leads to mutual recognition’ 


Following is the full text of a sta- 
tement delivered at a Middle East 
symposium at Harvard University 
last month by Mr. Yossi Sarid, a 
member of the Israeli parliament 
from the Labour Party. 

WE ARE five members of the 
Knesset from Israel, who have 
accepted the invitation to come 
here to discuss the future of rel- 
ations between Israelis and Pal- 
estinians — a future on which our 
personal and national fate so cle- 
arly depends. 

We have come here because we 
should like to believe that this 
get-together is based on the rea- 
lisation that what is known as “ the 
Palestinian problem" is not mer- 
ely a problem of the Palestinians, 
but is a problem of the Israelis as 
wefl- Without a solution to this 
problem, none of the sides inv- 
olved in this bitter and bloody his- 
torical conflict will enjoy peace 
and security. 

We should also like to believe 
that this get-together is amongst 
people who understand that the 
struggle between the two nations 
cannot be resolved by means of 
military force. Neither side will 
ever be sufficiently strong to win a 
victory which will enable it to drag 
the other — defeated and 'Sub- 
missive — to the table, in order to 
unilaterally dictate the conditions 
of a solution to it. National str- 
uggles such as this one cannot be 
resolved militarily — only pol- 
itically. My colleagues and myself 
are here to hold a discussion bec- 
ause we believe that all the par- 
ticipants in this symposium share 
the view that Israelis and Pal- 
estinians will have to live with each 
other, side by side and notm place 
of, or at the expense of each other. 

It seems to me that amongst the 
Israelis taking part here today, 
there are no fundamental dif- 
ferences of opinion concerning the 
future of relations between Isr- 
aelis and Palestinians, even tho- 
ugh, undoubtedly, there are var- 
iants of this approach amongst 
ourselves. What I say here rep- 
resents a general consensus which 
is above the existing variants. 

The Israeli occupation of the 
West Bank has lasted now for over 
1 6 years. We. the moderate forces 
in Israel, have been trying all these 
years to explain to our com- 
patriots that this occupation is ext- 
remely dangerous to Israel, and is 
liable to bring about our total cor- 
ruption. 

Following the iy67 military vic- 
tory. many Israelis held a sincere 
but naive belief that Israel could 
maintain an “enlightened occ- 
upation". An enlightened occ- 
upation is, of course, impossible. 
Tile occupied party, which refuses 
to reconcile itself to the situation, 
gradually starts expressing this 
lack of reconciliation through 
manifestaions of resistance, of 
insurrection and revolt. The occ- 
upier. on the other hand, can see 
no alternative to continuing its 
rule by means of suppression. 
However, these means are inc- 
apable, of course, of uprooting the 
manifestations of resistance and 


insurrection. On the contrary, the 
means of repression, which bec- 
ome progressively more harsh as 
the resistance intensifies, only fur- 
ther complicate the situation, and 
increase its dangers. Thus, the two 
sides — both the occupier and the 
occupied — enter a vicious circle, 
a "spiral of terror" spinning at an 
ever increasing speed. The more 
urgent and critical the need to 
break this circle becomes, so the 
real chances for doing so weaken. 
The speed at which the spiral of 
honor spins eventually gets com- 
pletely out of control, threatening 
both sides with total injury. 

There is no trace of the enl- 
ightened occupation, irrespective 
of what the original intentions and 
wishful thinking were. One does 
not have to be a determinist to 
grasp that an occupation has its 
own rules, an inner law, and that it 
develops its own predetermined 
dynamics. Even the Israelis were 
unable to register a patent for 
some other sort of occupation, 
which is essentially different from 
others. 

An additional naive belief has 
been held by many Israelis in rec- 
ent years. When it became app- 
arent that an enlightened occ- 
upation would be impossible to 
maintain for any length of time, 
they deluded themselves that the 
inferior norms which are applied 
to the West Bank would not spill- 
over into Israel proper, within the 
“green line" borders. They con- 
tinued to hope that we would 
manage to maintain a reality of 
two planets — one planet: the 
West Bank, the second planet: 
“little Israel" — without the one 
touching the other and affecting it. 
This belief, as well, had no basis in 
reality. If we. the Israelis, are pre- 
sent both here and there, then 
whai happens there must happen 
here as well. Whatever takes place 
and emerges in the West Bank will 
gradually take place and emerge 
in Israel proper as well. If the 
norms which are applied to the 
West Bank are corrupt, then those 
we apply to ourselves will become 
corrupted as well. It is only a mat- 
ter of time. 

If human life is no longer a sup- 
reme value in one location, there 
is no reason to believe that it will 
continue to be a supreme value 
elsewhere. The process of dep- 
reciation in the val ue of human life 
will not stop at the green line. Isr- 
ael has always been justly proud of 
the fact that the concern for 
human life and man’s fate have 
stood at the top of its scale of val- 
ues and norms. It is very doubtful 
whether Israel can continue to be 
.so proud. . 

We, who are present here, are 
not ashamed of our concern for 
the Palestinian human being and 
his fate. On the contrary, for us 
this concern is a duty of honour as 
human beings. However, when we 
show our concern for the Pal- 
estinian human being, we are. in 
fact, showing our concern for the 
Israeli human being, the Jew, lest 
he should lose his human form and 
moral image. It is no coincidence 
that all the true democracies in the 


world sooner or later understood 
that h is impossible to maintain 
simultaneously both democratic 
rule and a rule of occupation, whe- 
ther in a large or small territory, 
no matter how near or distant. 
Democratic regimes have been 
obliged to decide: To either give 
up democracy or the occupation. 
This is what we demand of our 
own state as well: To give up the 
Occupation so that, heaven forbid, 
we shall not lose our precious, irr- 
eplaceable democracy. 

There is a third belief which has 
been held by many Israelis in rec- 
ent years — an additional belief 
which has now been shattered. 
Israeli public opinion allowed its- 
elf to be persuaded that the Pal- 
estinian problem could be res- 
olved with “a zip and a zing". We 
were convinced that a war in Leb- 
anon could uproot the whole Pal- 
estinian national struggle, bring 
the Palestinian population in the 
West Bank down to hs knees, and 
enable Menachem Begin, Ariel 
Sharon and Raphael Eican to 
annex the West Bank to Israel. All 
the parties involved in the Leb- 
anese war paid a heavy and dear 
price — but it was a price paid in 
vain. Not only was the Palestinian 
problem not resolved, but its ent- 
ire scope, depth and urgency were 
once again revealed. 

If the Israeli government had 
intended to beat the “terror^ once 
and for all. so that it would never 
rise again, then this goal was nei- 
ther attained, nor could it have 
been attained. Not only have the 
manifestations of terror failed to 
decline, as a result of the Lebanese 
war, but they have, unfortunately, 
risen. They are becoming inc- 
reasingly more intensive and ins- 
ane. If someone in Israel wishes to 
take comfort in the fact that 
today's terror is not only Pal- 
estinian but Shf he as welL I doubt 
whether he will find anyone to 
share this “comfort". 

If the Israeli government int- 
ended to block the political option 
of the PLO by means of the Leb- 
anese war, ir has. of course, failed 
in this intention as welL Should 
the PLO only so wish, it has the 
option of taking the political cou- 
rse. which 1 certainly hope that it 
does, for the political course is the 
only one which can lead to a just 
solution of the Palestinian pro- 
blem and to co-existence in peace 
and security. I have never man- 
aged to figure out what it was that 
scared the Likud government 
more — the PLO’s military opt- 
ion. or its political option. One 
way or another, following the 
Lebanese war. both these options 
are still open and available. 

It seems as though the Lebanese 
war has split the PLO in two. along 
lines which are determined by att- 
itudes towards the two afo- 
rementioned options. The war 
gave birth to one extremist PLO, 
which declares unequivocally that 
it believes in the course of armed 
struggle, and which it insists on 
pursuing. The war also gave birth 
to a second, more moderate PLO. 
which appears at the moment to 
be studying the possibility of joi- 


ning the region’s political process, 
as the only means of escaping the 
dangerous dead-end. 

The Lebanese war has, und- 
oubtedly. been a tragedy. It enter* 
* the long list of tragedies which 
have visited our region — a region 
which has experienced so much 
suffering and pain. Both sides are 
responsible for bringing these tra- 
gedies upon themselves, and both 
have paid the price. 

The Palestinian side has also 
continuously made a fatal errorby . 
refusing to accept Israel's actual 
existence and recognise it as a faite- 
accomplL Later on, when the first 
signs of accommodation are rec- 
■ ognition began to appear, the 
PLO made a further mistake when 
it refused to join the political pro- 
cess in any way. Only recently h 
seemed as though Yasser Arafat 
had found, together with King 
Hussein, a formula which would 
enable the Kingdom of Jordan and 
the PLO to embark on a joint pol- 
itical move, based on the Reagan 
initiative and the Fez plan. But 
very soon it became apparent that 
Arafat was unable to deliver the 
goods. 

The Middle East plunged back 
into the same old boggy and mal- 
ignant swamp. The extremists on 
both sides have once again caught 
the centre of the stage, pushing the 
moderates aside, and playing into 
each other’s hands. The extremists 
of the region have united. They 
have united in order to take away 
from us, the moderates, the hope 
for reconciliation. 

What. now. is the role to be pla- 
yed by the moderates in both 
camps? What is the duty placed on 
os? First of alL we must deliver the 
two nations — each of us his own 
nation — from the bitter and ste- 
rile debate concerning historical 
wrongs and original sins. If the 
Palestinians will continue to bew- 
ail the wrong done to them by 
Zionism — by our movement of 
liberation — and if we shall con- 
tinue to bewail the “basic" Arab 
desire to throw us into the sea. no 
progress will be made. 

We, the moderates, must del- 
iver the two nations from the vic- 
ious circle of just claims. Each side 
has serious and just claims, by 
means of which it wishes to place 
the full responsibility and aU the 
fault on the shoulders of the other. 
When each side has serious claims 
and just demands, a tragedy is cer- 
tain to befall bo rA. It is our duty to 
ted our peoples: True, our claims 
are just, but the other side has 
such claims as welL and we must 
understand them. The Israeli side 
argues, and just, that it is unwilling 
to negotiate with the PLO, bec- 
ause the PLO has never officially 
abandoned its declared intention 
of wiping Israel off the surface of 
the earth. The Palestinian side 
argues, and form its own point of 
view with justice, that contrary to 
the Israelis, it has no state, no 
army, and that it has not realised 
its right of self-determination. Its 
main weapon is thus non- 
recognition of lsraeL if it will give 
this up as welL then it will only 
further weaken its inferior pos- 



Union rights at security agencies vary 


By John Rogers 

Reuter 

LONDON — A British gov- 
ernment ban on trade union 
membership at an electronic spy- 
centre has sparked a 'major row 
over whether union rights com- 
promise security. 

But the issue appears to have 
few parallels elsewhere. A Reuter 
survey indicates that while emp- 
loyees of security establishments 
in several countries have the right 
to join unions, few have the right 
to strike. 

Britain’s labour movement had 
called a day of protest Tuesday, 
against a government order to 
staff at its main electronic sur- 
veillance centre at Cheltenham, 
southwest England, and several 
outstations to renounce their 
union membership by today or 
seek transfer to other government 
jobs. 

The government says future str- 
ikes might disrupt the work of the 
centre, known as the Government 
Communications Headquarters 
fGCHOl, in eavesdropping on 
Soviet bloc radio traffic. 

Reuter correspondents report a 
patchwork of rules governing 
union membership at security 


agencies in other countries. Some 
allow union membership but ban 
strikes. Others have banned trade 
unions from security est- 
ablishments. In several countries, 
staff are military personnel with 
no union rights. 

In India, intelligence staff are 
trying to get round a ban on unions 
operating unofficially through 
staff groups. 

Correspondents report: 

Washington — all levels of staff 
at' the U.S. Central Intelligence 
Agency (CLA) and other int- 
elligence services are banned from 
union membership under a 1979 
executive order which formalised 
a previously tacit policy. 

Ottawa — Canada's security 
and intelligence operations are 
handled by the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police, which has no 
trade unions. Internal grievances 
are aired at periodic meetings 
between elected staff rep- 
resentatives and the top brass. 

New Delhi — The Indian gov- 
ernment bans trade unions in its 
intelligence establishments. But 
staff at the domestic agency, the 
Intelligence Bureau, and the res- 
earch and analysis wing, which 
deals with external intelligence, 
have formed employees' ass- 


ociations in defiance of the ban. 

After a 1979 strike in the res- 
earch and analysis wing, the gov- 
ernment dismissed 10 association 
leaders and suspended 15. 

The supreme court is hearing a 
petition by the association, which 
has accused the government of 
using “repressive measures" to, 
break it, for re-instatement and 
compensation. 

Bonn — Employees of West 
Germany’s three intelligence ser- 
vices have the right to join trade 
unions, but do not have the right 
to strike. 

“The idea of established civil 
servants striking is quite foreign 
here and the thought of security 
service personnel downing tools 1 
has been seen as rather a British 
quirk — a trait of the island erfs- 
ease." a foreign diplomat com- 
mented. r 

Sydney — Australia places no 
bar on civilian union mei 
at sensitive defen 
'ablishments and sees nq/threat to 
its security as a result. “Union 
membership is almost ^encouraged 
because wage claim&rcan be han- 
dled more easUy/yone defence 
source said. / 

Rome — Civilians working at 
Italian security' establishments 
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have the right to jam unions. But 
most staff are military personnel 
who are not permitted union 
membership. 

The civilian right to union 
membership is firmly entrenched 
in law. and one union official said: 
“What happened at Cheltenham 
could not, happen here. It would 
be against the constitution." 

Paris/ — Staff at French ele- 
ctronic eavesdropping centres 
comparable to Cheltenham are in 
the armed forces and barred from 
union membership. 

.-Brussels — Military staff at' 
NATO headquarters in Brussels 
/and the alliance’s military hea- 
dquarters in Mons have no union 
rights, but civilians are grouped in 
staff associations. 

They have the right to strike, 
which Brussels staff exercised for 
the first time last June during a 
ministerial meeting. But the 
secretary-general used his powers 
to requisition more than 300 off- 
icials. and the headquarters was 
not closed down. 

NATO officials are concerned 
about publicity the Cheltenham 
dispute has attracted. “The less 
public attention places like 
GCHQ get, the happier we are," 
one official said. 


ition. Thus, when just claims, face 
just claims, the two sides become 
involved in (he sterile, endless 
debate: Who ought to take the 
first step, who win be first to rec- 
ognise the other? Many king years 
have been lost over this pointless 
argument. Now., the time has 
come to put an end to it. 

In order to put an end to it. once 
and for alL one must strive tow- 
ards the critical. longed for point 

— the Archimediao point of the 
Middle East conflict, with the Pal- 
estinian problem at its core. If we 
shall reach that point, then we 
shall have a lever by means of 
which we shall be able to raise the 
Palestinian problem onto a new 
plain of discussions, and neg- 
otiations towards area/ resolution 
of the problem. The point is — 
mutual and simultaneous, rec- 
ognition of the right of self- 
determination of the two nations. 
The Jewish people, settled in 
Zion, will recognise the right of 
the Palestinian Arab people to 
self-detennination, and the Pal- 
estinian Arab people on its part 
will recognise the right of the Jew- 
ish people to self-determination in 
its homeland. Only mutual and 
simultaneous recognition can put 
a stop to the endless debate as to 
whose right is superior, and who 
should recognise whom first. 

Let me use this platform in 
order to approach all the men of 
good win, and all those who seek 
■peace in the Middle East, whe- 
rever they may be. Anyone who is 
interested in playing «a con- 
structive role in our battered reg- 
ion has, at present, only one cor- 
rect and useful thing to do: To lead 
the two sides towards the point of 
mutual recognition. There is no 
point and no advantage in placing 
pressure on one of the sides only 

— on either Israel or on the Pal- 
estinians. Such pressure will bear 
no fruit, and might even act as a 
boomerang. The recognition 
which we aU are striving for must 
be explicit and authoritative, not 
evasive or conditional. 

This first, basic principle of 
mutual recognition must be joined 
by a second principle which is dir- 
ectly connected with the question 
of “who": with whom wOl Israel 
have to carry on negotiations for 
the resolution of the Palestinian 
problem and for a stable, per- 
manent peace in our region? The 
answer now is simple and clear, 
emanating from the first principle: 
Israel should talk peace with any- . 
one who adopts this first principle 
of mutual recognition. Whoever 
recognises Israels right to exist as 
a sovereign, secure state in the 
Middle East, should be considered 
by it a legitimate and acceptable 
partner at the negotiating table. 
This is the second principle. 

There is a third principle, which 
relates to the final form in which 
the Palestinian Arab nation will 
realise Us right to self- 
determination. As is well known, 
there are many and varied views 
concerning the preferred and des- 
ired form. There are many in Isr- 
ael, in the Arab World and els- 
ewhere, who believe that a sol- 
ution which does not take into 
account the close links and the 
strong ties between the West Bank 
and the East Bank — the Kin- 
gdom of Jordan — is artificiaL arb- 
itrary and unrealistic. These bel- 
ieve that it would be a fatal mis- 
take if we disregard these links 
and ties, and support a solution 
which divides sovereignties along 
the Jordan River, as between its 
Eastern and Western Banks. One 
way or another, no matter how 
legitimate the various views may 
be, the final decision must be 
taken-when the time comes — by 
the Palestinian Arab nation itself. 
This is the third principle. The 


Pakdinzan Arab nation « the one 
which will decide in which form a 
would like to realise -its national 
right of self-detemunHiiod/ 

The program atic basis for neg- 
otiations for peace in ilw Middle 
East is now within reach, if we 
shall only manage to stabilise ft. 
Two political programmes arc 
presently at hand, and if the nec- 
essary alterations arc introduced 
info them it is they which will con- 
stitute the basis for negotiations. I 
am referring to the Reagan plan 
and .(be Fez plan, which must in 
future merge with each other. The 
Reagan plan is faulty because it 
does nor relate directly to the Pal- 
estinian Arab nation and its nat- 
ional problem. 

The Fez plan K faulty because it 
does not relate directly and exp- 
licitly to the state of Israel as a 
sovereign state which has to be 
recognised. We must invest great 
efforts and raise our contribution 
so that what is lacking in each of 
the programmes will be made up, 
and then: only then, will it be pos- 
sible to state that we have the edge 
of a thread for negotiations with 
reasonable chances for success. . 

In order to prepare the ground 
and the hearts towards neg- 
otiations. two additional prior and 
indispensable steps must be taken. 
One step must be taken by Israel: 
negotiations will not open, and if 
they will open are bound to fail, 
unless Israel agrees to stop com- 
pletely the negative, harmful pro- 
cess of settlement in the occupied 
territories. As long as Israel is 
unwilling to stop the settlement, 
arty talk of progress towards neg- 
otiations is empty talk, lip serv ice 
and no more. A second step must 
be taken by the PLO — at least 
that PLO which puts on airs of 
being moderate and rational. 
Again, negotiations will not open, 
and if they will open are bound to 
frul. if the PLO will not agree to 
stop aO acts of terror. . Res- 
ponsibility for the terrible attack 
on the bus in Jerusalem, which the 
PLO took upon itself only a' few 
weeks ago. leads even those who 
are most moderate amongst us to 
despair. We despise this terror, 
and will nev cr be able to reconcile 
ourselves to it. Every -such 'blow 
- fatally sabbotages the chances of a 
solution, and removes neg- 
otiations beyond the dark mou- 
ntains. We arc here because we 
believe (hat the moderate people 
on both sides must help each 
other: The problem now is not 
how negotiations wilt be con- 
cluded. The main problem now is 
how negotiations will commence. 
The extremists in both camps are 
doing everything in their power to 
prevent us from finding the edge 
of the thread which will lead us to 
recognition, reconciliation arnd a 
solution. The moderates in both 
camps must do everything in their 
power in order to enable each 
other to uncover the edge of the 
thread, to grab hold of it. and 
never Jet go of it. We have come 
here in order to place in edge of 
the thread in your hands. Wc have 
come here with a profound hope 
thatyou will give us the other edge 
of this thread. Each of us will ret- 
urn from here to his place in order 
to continue the contest for public 
opinion. This is a most difficult 
struggle. One needs much force 
and courage in order to persevere 
in it. Without your help, and wit- 
hout ours, there is no hope of cha- 
nging public opinion, of beq- 
ueathing our views to it, of being 
victorious in the struggle. With 
your help, and with ours, we bel- 
ieve wholeheartedly, that it is pos- 
sible to bring about a change in 
public opinion . that it is possible to 
bequeath our principles to it. It is 
possible to win this crucial str- 
uggle. '* 



Misleading linkage 

To the Editor: 

I REFER to the article in the Jordan Times of Tuesday. 
February 14. 19R4, page 3, “Smart police work solves thefts" 

In this article you mention the thieves of “the first band" have 
been idenfied as Mohammad AJCh. (22}. and Ahmad Sh. (21). 
and that" both thieves were students at the Schnetler-school etc." 

Now I have to mention that both young men left Schneller- 
School 14 and 10 years ago respectively, according to our inf- 
ormation and to our documents, and that both troys were in 
Schneller-School for three and six years respectively. 

So, ran we be responsible for them as you seem to impute to our 
institution? And — how do you feel we can be responsible for. 
them at all? 

It seems very unfair to the staff of Schneller-School that you are 
mentioning it in connection with those thieves, since everybody 
who would read this article might feel that Schneller-School is 
producing thieves, and that both left Schneller-School recently 
only. We do not understand why you are mentioning our school 
which is highly reputed in our country, and which has been giving 
charitable services to hundreds of poor and homeless children for: 
more than 120 years in our region, So we feel that this might be a 
kind of a hidden attack against our work, and we cannot defend 
ourselves towards the public. You can conclude this, too, from the 
fact that you do not mention from which school or institution the 
thieves of the second gang do come. 

After all. we feel deeply concerned about this news linked M 
our wel-known institution. I think that you can feel with os. and I 
would like to make use of this occasion and invite vou and your- 
staff to visit Schneller-School in the near future io see- what we are ■ 
do mg for our country and our society. ! am sure wig are not 
producing thieves or other kinds of criminals.- 

Wolfgang Sinker * 

Director. 

Theodor-Schneller School 
Amman. - • 
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Wines are also subject to character analysis 


— ■ By Boris Wemtnrab 

- WASHINGTON — 'it is noi ent- 
irely correct tossy that'Harm'J-. de 
BEg looks at a bottle of fine wine 
and ihinl&only of geography I'Noi 
entirely correct, bin jfretty close. 

. Show .de Blij. a- professor of 
geography at the /University of 
'Miami a bottle of a 1975 Bor- 
deaux from the commune of Sl 
■ Estephe. and he-will talk about the 
£> competition of the soil where its 
grapes were grown, the r dimate, 
the* amount .of heat and sunlight: 
physical geography. 

-He will talk about the laws gov- 
erning, the. labeling of the wine, 
and how the appellation system 
was - developed: political geo- 
graphy. 

And he wiU talk about the lon- 
gstanding traditions' of the area’s 
growers and wine makers: The spe- 
cialised knowledge that goes back 
centuries, the relationship bet- 
ween grape- and region: cultural 
geography- _ 

. “Geography is so marvelously 
relatable to wine." says de Blij 
who has just published a book cal- 
led. "Wine: A Geographic App- 
reciation.” “It’s climate, it's soil. 
-it-& culture. it's tradition, it’s his- 
tory. In a sense, you could say (hat 
a bottle of wine is a summary of a 
region.” . 


Only after such discourse to a 
lunch companion will he taste the 
wine, ft’s not that de Blij doesn't 
like wine for itself. Far from h. 

44 A great bottle of wine is a 
noble creation, a work of art as 
well as science, a triumph of talent 
and rahiarive, a progeny of natural 
environment and cultural tra- 
dition,'' he writes in the book’s 
preface. “As complex as a Monet 
-landscape and as intricate as a 
Bach panha. such a wine is to sen- 
ses of smell and taste what pai- 
nting is to the eyg and music to the 
ear... It is an endless adventure of 
boundless joy. enlivened by dis- 
-coveries of unexpected tre- 
asures.” 

But de Blij.- maintains that a full 
undemanding of the geography of 
wine enhances one's enjoyment. 
He presses this principle upon his 
students in his wine. geography 
course, one of about 20 offered in 
- American colleges and uni- 
versities. 

Global wine research 

His research has taken him to 
vineyards around the world: to 
Japan. New Zealand, the Med- 
nerranean. Argentina, to France 
and Germany, of course, and to 
California and to many other 
American states, which led to the 


discovery that grapes suitable for 
wine are grown in every staLe but 
Alaska. 

Just as there is no single greatest 
wine, there is no single best way to 
produce it. Instead, de Blij says, 
great wines depend on a number 
of geographical factors. Take, for 
example, Bordeaux: Why are its 
wines so special? 

“To a very considerable exrent, 
it’s history." de Blij says, “the 
length of time that generation 
after generation has been making 
wine, avoiding the pitfalls and cap- 
italising on the advantages. 

“The vine has been standing 
there for a long time, and it has 
capitalised on the particular env- 
ironment that prevails there: its 
root systems may now be 1 6 or 1 X 
feet more down into the soiL and 
cloned over and over until the 
most delicate adjustment with the 
local environmental ecology has 
been achieved. 

9 

“Then (here is a cultural tra- 
dition that has produced experts, 
winemakers who can almost sense 
the readiness of grapes in the vin- 
eyard, feel the readiness of wine in 
the barrel, time the period of fer- 
mentation. There are certain areas 
where certain families have made 
wine and have taught the malting 
of wine almost since civilisation 
began.” 


De Blij has found that the way 
vineyards are laid out says som- 
ething about Lhe character of the 
growers. He cautions against 
going too far in such comparisons, 
but writes in his book about the 
exactness and regimentation of 
German vineyards, the widely 
spaced, machine-harvested vines 
of central California, the und- 
isciplined Italian vineyards where 
vines spill out everywhere. 

- “In Malta,” Jie recalls, “the 
vines were simply crawling along 
the ground. I asked the win- 
emaker, for whom the growers 
were contractors, why he didn't 
suggest that they hang the vines 
from a trellis. He said,* What hap- 
pens if we set up trellises and we 
get one of our familiar Med- 
iterranean winds and everything 
gets blown over? I leave them 
alone.” 

Resistant to change 

Grape growers and win- 
emakers. de Blij has found, are 
conservative people who carry 
their traditional ways of doing 
things with them wherever they 
go. He cites a group of German's 
who moved to Australia's Bar ossa 
Valley and planted grapes suitable 
only for distilling into brandy. 



Sampling his own warn, Chas Cathennan, winemaker at the St. Julian Winery in Plaw Plaw, Mich., USA, checks on the colour of soke red 
wine m ihewineij's aging.cdhus. 
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The Regency’ Palace Hotel i 


TASTE OF ASIA 
Every Sunday Night 
At 

A L MADAFA RESTAURANT 
4 4 FAR EAST SPECIALITIES’ ’ 

Daily Business Luncheon Buffet 

Watch Oat Our Grand Opening At 
ALALI Night CInb 
Tel. 660000/15 



OASIS 

LOUNGE 


PASS A COUPLE OF 
CAREFREE HOURS, 

listening to live 

ENTERTAINMENT 
fr P.M. - 1Q P.M. 


am man's leading 
discotheque 
open every night 
from 9 pjrr. . 
a meeting place for 
the dressed people 




Thursday Night 
Reverie 

Treat your friends to dinner 
in the opulent surroundings 
of our Al IValima (Vn 
Restaurant def^rande 
Classe) and end the evening 
atAl Rababa Xight Club, 
featuring the Rotor Band. . . 


Friday 

Late Lunch Buffet 
(6.500 JD) 

Start the day late and join 
our leisurely lunch buffet at 
the AlMansaJ Grill serving 
you a u/ide variety of 
oriental and international 
specialties (plus home 
made A Tabic desserts). 
Served from noon to 3:00pm 

— \ 1?WW AMMAN 





Exceffem FRENCH 
Cuisine & Service 


THE RANCH 

BEST STEAK HOUSE 

■ in mm* 

TRY THE THICK JUICY 
AMERICAN SRLOINS 


. \ YJf//' ./tor * 

The place for 

the Gourmet ’ 

Delicious Curainejjgf 
Fresh Fish 
Lebanese MezzasP 
. Excellent Service « — 
Tel: 842171 
842172 <*- 


“The winemakers went to them 
add asked them lo plant grapes for 
table wines." he says. ” And the 
growers wouldn’t do it. The rea- 
son is that they were comfortable 
with the way the vines they were 
familiar with grew and looked. 

“ What that says is that tradition 
dies hard, even when economic 
incentive seems to lie right before 
the growers.” 

De Blij has noted that grapes 
are grown and wine produced in 
many unexpected places, from 
Zimbabwe to Korea, from the 
Soviet Union to Uruguay. The rise 
in American production can be 
attributed to many factors, from 
increased consumption by Ame- 
ricans who have travelled abroad 
and seen wine-drinking as routine. 
. to the increasing maturity and aff- 


luence of the baby-boom gen- 
eration that was drinking fruit 
wines a decade ago. to the dev- 
elopment of hybrid grape vines 
designed to withstand difficult 
climates. 

“We have hybrids now that 
combine the hardiness of Ame- 
rican grapes with the tastiness of 
the French grapes.” he notes. 
“There are some hybrids you can 
grow where the tempearture goes 
2u degrees below zero. That 
would wipe out virtually every var- 
iety of vinifera — the species of 
grape that produces the world’s 
noblest wines. You get grapes in 
Florida that have been bred for 
their resistance to mildew.” 

He sips his wine and, perhaps, 
ponders new field work. — Nat- 
ional Geographic feature. 


Lebanese winemaker 
excels despite conflict 


By Charlotte Burna by- Atkins 

LONDON — Serge Hochar' s fine 
wines have managed to flourish in 
the midst of war and chaos in Leb- 
anon's Bekaa Valley. 

The 44 -year-old Lebanese win- 
emaker admits he has needed a 
little luck- But Britain's top wine 
magazine says what he has ach- 
ieved is nevertheless ext- 
raordinary — for he has managed 
to produce internationally noted 
wines in these circumstances. 

Mr. Hochar. whose Chateau 
Musar wines are sold in Britain, 
the Netherlands, the United Sta- 
tes, Canada. Australia. Hong 
Kong and Singapore, was pre- 
sented recently with Decanter 
magazine's man of the year award 
for services to wine. 

He told Reuters in an interview 
here that by a miracle his vin- 
eyards — in the valley southeast of 
Beirut on the edge of Israeli- 
controlled southern Lebanon and 
just south of Syrian forces — had 
been so far untouched by the fig- 
hting in Lebanon although an Isr- 
aeli tank did rumble across one 
comer. 

But Mr. Hochar has to ove- 
rcome problems nor faced by win- 
egrowers in France and Italy to 
market fine wines in Lebanon's 
often chaotic and dangerous env- 
ironment. 

“To produce wine at all in (he 
circumstances would be rem- 
arkable but to produce excellent 
wine is ex ( r aord inary .” said Colin 
Parnell, editor-in-chief of Dec- 
anter. a magazine with an int- 
ernational circulation.- 

Mr. Hochar at one’ point gave 
up hope of a 19X3 harvest because 
of fighting in the nearby Shouf 
Mountains between Israel i troops, 
vlaronite Christians and Druze 
militia. 

But now he thinks his 19X3 
wines may be his best vintage ever. 
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RESTAURANTS 


Panoramic 
w 
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Boudi 
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for reservations 

™ 6(2831 

Shmeisani 


RESTAURANT 

CHINA 

Airconditioned 

The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabai Amman! 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Open daily 
12:00 - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. - Midnight 
Tel. 38968 


AMMAN AND AQABA 

Offer typical Chinese Mandarin cuisines and 
take away 

For quick lunch: 1 soup 1 main dish, 

1 rice 1 tea or soft drink'JD 2.500 
Fully airconditioned 

Amman Aqaba - 


Tel. 661922 P.0. Box 9676 
Wadi Saqra Road 
Near Holiday' Inn Hotel 


^hineseJ- 

Restaurant m 

TAIWAN 

TOURISTTO 

3rd Circle. Jabai Amman 
Opp. Akilah Hospital 
Try our specialities 
Peking Duck 
and Flaming Pot 
Traditional Chinese dishes 
Open daily 
11-00 - 3:30 pjn. 

430 p.m. - midnight 

Tel. 41093 . 


Tel. 4633 P.O. Box S98 
Amman Road 
Near the Main Circle 


CHINA 
RESTAURAN 

ABOVE HQMAM 


The first and best Chinese 
. restaurant 
in Aqaba 

Take - away service ava- 
ilable 

Open daily 1 1 .30 - 3:30 - and 6:30 
11:00 

AQABA, Tel. 4415 



He has described the 19X3 wine as 
having **a lot of power, very well 
balanced, with depth, deep col- 
ouring. practically black — def- 
initely worth of trouble.” 

Tony Lord, editor of Decanter, 
said Mr. Hocharis wines are “very 
much in the style and class of a 
Fine Claret, particularly when 
around eight to lo years old. but 
they also have a very ind- 
ividualistic streak.” 

“There is probably not another 
wine quite like it — certainly a 
wine for red meats, very much a 
big wine.” 

Mr. Hochar said he had luck last 
year when a bad winter followed 
by a mild summer delayed rip- 
ening the grapes until fighting 
around the vineyards ceased. 
When fighting ended the Israelis 
had established themselves in the 
immediate area. 

Once the grapes were picked 
the problem was to transport them 
to his winery in the village of Gha- 
zir. overlooking the port of Jou- 
nieh north of Beirut. 

The roads in South Lebanon 
were blocked for five months and 
the only way to the winery was by 
lorry from the Bekaa Valley slo- 
pes. over the Shouf Mountains, 
down to the coast and up to the 
village. The coastal highway was 
under constant bombardment but 
the lorry escaped with only a burst 
tyre. 

Mr. Hochar exports thousands 
of cases of Chateau Musar wines' 
annually although the exact qua- 
ntity varies according to the dif- 
ficulties he encounters. 

The high cost of producing wine 
under such circumstances is a 
major worry and in order to keep 
the price stable Mr. Hochar is cur- 
rently taking losses. His wines 
have not gone up in price for two 
years, retailing in Britain ar aro- 
und four sterling a bottle. 


Electoral traffic jam 

THE ELECTORAL campaign has started beautifully. Powers, 
signs, and the city is clad id the colours of the candidates. With 
their photos blossom their promises and their electoral pro- 
grammes. On all the big avenues the candidates advertise in big 
letters what they intend to do if they are elected, and since they are 
41 competing for one seat for Amman the competition is very right 
and tins is what makes the advertisements more attractive. F^ch 
for the best place to attract the greatest attention. 

The problem is when you try like I did the other day to read what 
the signs say while driving: Yon risk to bump into the car ahead of 

you or into a pole. As to the signs put on bends here, it is desperate 

because you can climb on the circle unless you park your car and 
sacrifice a few minutes to meditate on the “words” of acandidate. 

More accidents can result out of those campaigns because of cars 
covered with posters advertisng the big smile of a candidate. I 
wonder bow a driver should manage to see them and drive car- 
efully in the same time. 

But let ns not complain- After all it is not everyday that we hav^ 
parliamentary elections. So let ns make the most of it. 


Junk man regains role 
in inflation-hit India 


By Ajoy Sen 

Reuter ’ 

NEW DELHI — As food prices 
soar again in India and inflation 
looks set to reach double figures 
for the first lime in two years, the 
junk man is back in demand. 

He searches city dumps for an 
empty can or a pair of worn rubber 
slippers and pays for household 
rubbish that will soon find its way 
back into use. 

Wearing a battered cap and 
a doth tied around his waist like a 
sarong, he announces his visit to 
residential areas with a short, loud 
yell of “kabadiwalla” fjunk col- 
lector). 

Cash-short housewives pick' 
through heaps of garbage for tit- 
bits for the junk man — empty 
beer bottles, old newspapers, saris 
and chipped crockeiy. 

The day's pickings find their 
way through a chain of middlemen 
to a booming recycling industry 
which makes kitchen knives, toys, 
bangles and other consumer goods 
from discarded metal, plastic, 
glass and rubber. 

The small and often home- 
based reprocessing units are sca- 
ttered along dark narrow streets 
and alleys of Indian cities. 

Articles made from junk look 
crude, but their low prices draws 
large crowds at pavement stalls. 

The story of 45--yiear-^Id junk 
collectorUttam Singh jshor one of- 
rags to riches. Btii •fusfiftunt thr- 
ough refuse supports a family of 
five and pays the S30 monthly rent 
for a one-room apartment in a 
Delhi slum. 

His income fluctuates, he says, 
according to the economics of 
supply and demand. 

So when people drink more 


beer in hot months, breweries pay 
higher rates for empty cans and 
bottles. Prices of old newspapers 
rise in the summer because they 
are used for wrapping when man- 
goes and bananas are in season. 

Old furniture and watches, car 
accessories and used clothes rea- 
ppear in the city's markets after 
mending and refurbishing. 

A large secondhand motor parts 
market does brisk business in the 
shadow of Delhi's historic red 
sandstone Jama Masjid Mosque. 

An owner of a 195 t) model 
Vauxhall can buy a spare car- 
burettor in these markets, though 
normally it would be difficult to 
obtain from an authorised shop. 

Bombay's crowded Grant Road 
specialises in buying and selling 
plastic scraps, which are trucked 
to factories in the city's north- 
western industrual suburbs in 
Goregaon and Malad. 

There they are melted, treated 
with chemicals and colour and 
reappear as a new bucket, lun- 
cheon box or water bottle. 

In thousands of homes in Cal- 
cutta. Madras and Delhi, entire 
families gather to cut. fold and 
paste glossy pages of magazines 
and newspapers and turn them 
into paper bags. 

Factories make marmalade 
from the peeled orange skins of 
Delhi's fruit juice vendors and 
smqll backyard refineries buy used 
. engine oil from garages for'Vep- 
“Tdcessirfg Intd cheap " new'*' oil. 

Police and health authorities 
often crack down on people selling 
adulterated medicines and cos- 
metics made to look like the gen- 
uine product. 

But the junk trade and recycling 
units survive, springing up afresh 
— often almost overnight — in 
another location. 


MISC. 


Executive Jet Charter 
and 

Air Ambulance Flights 
Middle East and Europe 
For details and reservations 

cm Tat: 91994. 94484. 93488 (24 hra) 
Tlx: 21608 WINGS JO 


668958 


SCANDINAVIAN 

SHOWRODM 


☆ Living rooms 

☆ Dining rooms 

☆ Bedroom sets 

☆ Wall units 
☆Lighting fixtures 
☆Club B for children . / 
☆Modem Danish d esi gn 

☆ Feather upholstery 

☆ Danish-Pack Homes 

☆Tax-free if applicable 

Tel. 663890 Civil defence street 
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Jordan forms sports 
observer committee 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister of Culture and Youth 
Abdullah ‘Owe id at announced here Tuesday night 
the formation of a committee from his ministry to 
follow up the programmes of various Jordanian 
sports federations and clubs. 


The committee will be ent- 
rusted with ensuring that the var- 
ious clubs are committed imp- 
lement their programmes, the 
minister said at a meeting with 
representatives of Jordanian 
sports federations. 

He said that these federations 
should shift pan of their activities 
and programmes to various gov- 
e mo rates and districts on regular 
basis. Dr. ‘Oweidat criticised pro- 
grammes presented by the sports 
federations in the country which 
he called haphazard and coming at 
random. “Going through the fed- 
erations' activities l found no 
mention whatsoever of a plan for 
opening a branch of any fed- 
eration in rural regions." the min- 
ister said at the meeting. 

He called on federation chiefs 


to draw up programmes for the 
whole year, to introduce ame- 
ndments and modifications to 
such programmes from time to 
time and to include players from 
various pans of the country in nat- 
ional teams. The minister also cal- 
led For honouring veteran spo- 
rtsmen and women, who he said, 
had exerted great efforts to p/o- 
mote sport activities in Jordan. 

Sport should be regarded as an 
educational process and not a 
commercial one. and Jordan sho- 
uld have its own national sports 
philosophy for the sake of pre- 
serving values among the youth, 
the minister said. He expressed his 
view that sports is part of the gen- 
eral culture of the society and an 
integral part of the Jordanian fam- 
ily. 


Top Belgian soccer men 
confess to fixing match 


BRUSSELS f R> — The Brussels 
Public Prosecutor's office said 
Wednesday that officials and pla- 
yers of two top Belgian soccer 
clubs arranged bribes to fix the 
match which gave Standard Liege 
the 1UNI-2 Belgian League Cha- 
mpionship. 

A spokesman said Eric Gerets. 
captain of the Belgian national 
team and Standard captain in 
1 y W l -2. and two Standard officials 


had confessed to paying a 420.01 t(J 
franc (57.60(1) bribe to Wat- 
erschei to secure victory in that 
season's decisive final match. 

Gerets. who now plays for the 
Italian club A.C. Milan, was det- 
ained by police Tuesday when he 
arrived to train at the national sta- 
dium in Brussels for Wednesday 
night's' friendly match between 
Belgium and West Germany. 


Witch doctor 
comes to aid 
golf tournament 

KUALA LUMPUR (R) — A 
witch doctor has been called in by 
the organisers of the four-day 
Malaysian Open Golf Tou- 
rnament to keep away rain. 

Tournament director Edmund 
Yong said thewitch doctor, known 
locally as the Bomoh. was being 
summoned after an unusually long 
wet spell in peninsular Malaysia 
recently which had left a cloud of' 
uncertainty hanging over the 
event. 

“The weather has been unp- 
redictable." said Yong. “Nor- 
mally it is dry at this time of the 
year. I only hope that the weather 
will be fine." he said. 

The .Malaysian Open is sch- 
eduled to begin Thursday. 

Holmes, Coetzee 
to line up 

heavies 

showdown 

NEW YORK (Rl — Larry Hol- 
mes and South African Gerrie 
Coetzee. who both own a one 
third share of the world hea- 
vyweight boxing title, will put 
their titles on the line over 15 rou- 
nds in July. 

Promoter Cedric Kushner. who 
represents World Boxing Ass- 
ociation (WBAl champion Coe- 
tzee. told Reuters the fighters had 
agreed terms and the bout would 
be held before the Olympics in 
'July. 

Sources said Holmes, who holds 
the International Boxing Fed- 
eration (IBF) title, will receive 
SRm and Coetzee S3 Vim.' 


S. Korea prepares for historic 
clash with China in Davis Cup 



KUNMING. China (R) — South 
Korea's Davis Cup team relaxed 
at their hotel here Tuesday in pre- 
paration for their historic Eastern 
Zone second round tennis tie aga- 
inst China starting on Friday. 

The eight-man squad, the first 
South Korean sportsmen ever to 
play in China, arrived here on Sat- 
urday for the tie and have been 
training at Kumniiigj’s modern 
sports centre. 

Seoul and Peking, bitterly opp- 
osed since the Korean war of the 
early 1950s. still have no dip- 
lomatic relations and the eveot is 
receiving very low-key coverage 
in the Chinese press. 

But the clash is seen as part of a 
thaw in relations which began last 
May when the two countries held 
their first-ever official talks fol- 
lowing the hijacking to Seoul of a 


Chinese airliner. 

On Wednesday, as tem- 
peratures dropped from a balmy 
22 degrees centigrade (72fl to an 
unseasonal six degrees l43f}« the 
Koreans were closeted in their 
hotel discussing tactics. 

China's decision to stage the 
match here, about as far away 
from their North Korean allies as 
possible, underlined the Peking 
leadership’s extreme sensitivity 
over the event. 

There are no South Korean 
flags on . show at the indoor sta- 
dium, and no other overt signs that 
representatives of the South Kor- 
ean state are in town. 

For the South Koreans, their 
very presence is a diplomatic bre- 
akthrough and they are clearly not 
prepared to rock the boat. The 
team politely fend off reporters' 


questions about politics, saying 
they are merely here to play sport. 

Apart from the match itself, the 
only official contact between the 
two sides will be Thursday's draw 
and a banquet due to be held Thu- 
rsday night. 

The Sbuth Korean team will be 
announced at the draw and tbe 
players will hold a final practice 
session afterwards. 

China has also still to announce 
their team, but Liu Shuhua, at 
1.88 metres (six feet three inches! 
China's tallest player, and the 
experienced You Wei were exp- 
ected to spearhead the attack. 

Both Liu and You scored sin- 
gles victories in China's 4-1 first 
round win over Sri Lanka in Can- 
ton last month. The other mem- 
bers of the squad are Ma Keqin. 
22. and Li Shuchen. 24, 


Navratilova begins quest for 
biggest purse iu women’s tennis 


NEW YORK (R) — Martina 
Navratilova began her quest for 
the biggest purse in the histozy of 
women's tepnis — SI 25.0UO — 
with an impressive opening-round 
victory here Tuesday night in a 
5500.000 tournament at Madison 
Square Garden. 

Navratilova, who needed only 
59 minutes for a 6-3. 6-1 victory 
over Virginia Ruzici. beat the 
Romanian player for the 13th 
time on the trot. 

Joining Lhe number one seed 
Navratilova in the quarterfinals 
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were third-seeded Pam Shriver of 
the U.S. and unseeded Helena 
Sukova of Czechoslovakia. 

, Shriver defeated Wendy Tur- 
nbull of Australia 6-4. 6-4. The 
victory was the fifth in a row for 
Shriver over the Australian pla- 
yer. reducing Turnbull's Ifcad in 
the head-to-head series to l<i-8. 

The big surprise of the opening 
round was Sukova’s 7-6. (13-1 1 }. 
7-6 (7-5 } victory over fifth-seeded 
Jo Durie of Brhatin. Sukova. ran- 
ked 1 8th in the world, rallied from 
a l r 5 deficit in the first; set. 

“1 got off to a terrible start and 
then 1 had nothing to lose." said 
the Prague teenager who fought 


back to a 6-5 lead, before Durie 
broke in the 12th game to force a 
tie-breaker. 

Durie rallied from a 1-6 deficit 
and fought off eight set points bef- 
ore Sukova hit a backhand service 
return that drew a half-volley 
error to win the first set. 

The players battled to 5-5 in the 
tie-breaker before Sukova. who 
turned 1 8 years old last week, ear- 
ned a match point when her for- 
ehand service caught the top of the 
net and skipped over Dune’s rac- 

The match ended on the next 
point after a Durie forehand went 
over the baseline. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Two deluxe furnished apartments. Comprises of two bed- 
rooms, two baths, fully-equipped kitchen, big sitting room 
and dining room. Centrally heated and with private tel- 
ephone. 

Location: Jordan University Professors Housing Quarter 

Please contact Tel. 841545 


PRACTICAL SEMINAR FOR WOMEN 
ON YOGA AND HEALTH 

In the REGENCY PALACE HOTEL on Saturday and 
Sunday, March 3-4 from 10'a.m. to 12 a.m.' 

Contact Tel: 671305 


THE Daily Crossword by James ft. Bora* 


ACROSS 
1 USA word: 
abbr. 

5 Guinness 
of films 
9 — Row, 

Scot- 

14 Philippine 
Moslem 

15 Etna 

product 

16 Four-bagger 

17 Auditory 

18 Arabian Sea 
guff 

IS Dress shape 

20 Plymouth 
phis Parker 
House 

23 Genetic 
code car- 
rier 


24 Sunbeams 82 

25 SmaB duck* 

27 tnc&urtfofl 

30 HnJsb . 66 

34 Sp. house 68 
37 Persia, now _ 

40 Small drum ' 69 

41 Loaf end 

42 More ashen 

44 Center _ 70 

45 Saudis, &g. 71 

47 Drama- 

48 Miss Seminar 72 
48 Permeable 73 
51 Sftakespear- 74 

Banking 75 
53 Carrot! 
herofna 

56 Rotting 1 

stone lack 2 
59 Navy man: 3 

abbr. 4 
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82 Famous 

21 Chemical 

footbafi 

suffix 

‘ coach 

22 Opp. of 

66 SpokAS 
68 Ostrich's 

king. 

26 Cspe Ken- 

cousin 

nedy sight 

69 Movie 

28 SomB drink 

critic 

29 Snare 

PaotbM 

31 Ancient 

70 Originated 

Gr.cofn 

71 Bsctrical 

32 Branch 

unit 

33 Gratis 

•72 LaLabbr. 

34 Fetiow 

73 Stores 

35 Of fiying: 

74 Being; LaL 

• prof. 

75 Dries hay 

36 Brand 
38 Everything 

DOWN ’ 

39 Actress 

t God of lave 

Patricia 

2 Go by car 

43 Whiskey 

o wrmr along 

48 Light 

4 Movie 

carriages 

fighter 

50 Transgress 

5 Author 

52 — ,amas~ 

Pston 

54 Batter's 

6 Actress 

problem 

Cheryl 

55 System of 

7 Chris — 

values 

Lloyd 

57 Use a rink 

- 8 Pirogue . 

.58 Stemmin' 

9 Onion 

Sammy 

relative 

59 Study hard 

IQ Neighbor. 

60 BrazB 

of Mont 

estuary 

11 Included 

61 Reputation 

with 

63 Morays 

12 Quaker 

64 Classify 

colonist 

65 Extensions 

13 Kind of 

67 Adherent 

code 

suff. 
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JOB VACANCY 

A leading Jordanian Company is looking for a male/ 
female person with the following qualifications: 

— Good background in sales 

— Previous sales experience with photocopy mac- 
hines 

— Dynamic personality 

If you are interested in such a position with an att> 
ractive income, please send your resume with your 
picture attached at P.O. Box 927060, Sates Dep- 
artment, Amman - ik'i-Jrn 


SALE 

On March 3 and 4 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., there will be a 
public bid sale of office and residential furniture, app- 
liances and equipment Bidding will be by sealed bid. 

The sale will be held at the American Embassy War- 
ehouse, located right before Al-Waha Dept Store. 
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THE ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL 
MANUFACTURING CO. 
(APMC) 

TENDER NO. 2/84 
FOR THE SUPPLY, DELIVERY, AND 
INSTALLATION OF COMPUTER 
HARDWARE 

The APMC announces the availability of tender 
documents for tender No. 2/84 for the supply, del- 
ivery, and installation of computer hardware for its 
proposed computerised systems. 

Qualified firms are invited to participate in this ten- 
der. 

Documents are obtainable at APMC head office in ' 
Salt against the payment of a non-refundable fee of 
JD 25. 

The last date for submitting bids is' Saturday noon, 
March 31, 1984. 

J 

MANAGING DIRECTOR. 


Ministry of Labour approval No. M/45/84 Date 27/2/1984 

JOB OPPORTUNITY 

A leading Saudi landscaping company is in urgent 
need of an operations manager to head its 
operations/estimating departments in Riyadh. Can- 
didate must: 

A. Be very experienced in the landscaping/irrigation 
areas with a sound horticultural knowledge. 

B. Have previous field and contracting experience pre- 
ferably in Saudi Arabia. 

C. Possess managerial/administrative skills. 

D. Speak and-write English/Arabic. 

E. Be degreed. 

interested candidates are requested to send a com- 
prehensive resume, detailing requirements to: 

/ P.O. Box 3421 

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia 
Attn: Personnel Manager 
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Cinema 


Tel: 44092-44280 


P* 


Performances: 3-6 - 8:30 


Cinema 

fLHClSSEilf 

Tel: 22117 

THE 

CHALLENGER 

(Colour) 


Performances: 12-3 - 5:30-8 


Cinema 

RAINBOW 

Tel: 25155 

RUCKUS 

(Colour) 


Performances: 3:30-6 - 8:30 


Cinema 

ZRHRRN 

Tel: 23171 

THE DESPISE 

(Colour) 

"Italian Him ” » 

Performances: 12- 3 - 5:30-8 


Cinema 

BflSMfiN 

Tel: 30126 

AADMI AUR 
INSAN 

(Colour) 

“Indian Film" 


Performances: 12-3 - 5:30-8 


Cinema 

PALESTINE 

Tel: 22117 

1- TORCH OF 
RAGE 

2- BRUCE LEE’S 
TREASURES 

(Colour) 

Performances - 12-3-7 
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Two Germanies’ trade 
reaches record levels 
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WEST BERLIN *. (Ry ^ Trade 
herweeji East and West Germany 
rose eight per. ceqt-in both dir- 
ections last .year 10 reach record 
tevels, figurcs released " .Wed- 
nesday showed;. ' 

Tlx; figures Were' based -on a 
repon-by the T reuhandaeUe Faer 
Industrie Und Handel which han- 
dles trade between East and West 
Germany. ■ 

It .said AVest German exports 
rose to '7.68 billion marks <52:95 
billion-1 from 7;«8 billion macks 
($2.72 billion} and imports went 
up to .7,56 billion marks (52.91 
billion} from' 6.99 billion marks 
(52.69 billion). . — * ' ■ * * 

After a huge imbalance m trade 
iii the first half of the year in fav- 
our of West Germany, East Berlin 
cut back its imports in the second 
half to- secure the equal rise in 
trade hi Both directions, the min- 
istry said "bra statement. 

A payment by Bonn in Dec. of 
300 million marks (SI. 1. million) 
for East German postal services 


contributed to the balance and to 
what the ministry called a very sat- 
is&ctory year-end result. 

; There was also a significant inc- 
rease in trading of iron and steel 
products by both sides. 

East German imports of agr- 
icultural products went tip 1 68 per 
cent in 1983, largely through inc- 
. reased purchases of animal feed, 
the statement said. 

Communist East Germany enj- 
oys considerable trade con- 
cessions bom West Germany inc- 
luding a clearing account system 
and an interest-free “ overdraft” 
credit this year of up to 690 mil- 
lion marks ($260 million). 

East Germany has in the past 
two years cut back its purchases 
from other Western countries to 
save hard currency but Trc- 
uhandstelle officials said there 
were now signs that it was ready to 
spend money elsewhere in the 
West, possibly as a result of fin- 
ancial support from the Soviet 
Union. 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDON (R) — Stock. prices closed mixed in quiet trading after 
a lower start in response to Wall Street's overnight weakness, 
dealers said. At 1500 the F;T. index was up 0.3 at 819.4 after 
814.1 at 1MMI. The F.T.-S-E. 100 was up 1-2 at 1040.4 at 1530. 

General Accident ended 12p up at 458 having touched 465 
sifter annual results but other insurers were mixed. Plessey added 
fOp lo 222 and I<CI halved a 4p gain at 576- 
. Government bonds firmed as much as 5(16 point with longer 
maturities active on switching operations. Gold shares were irr- 
egular tn moderate trading while North Americans eased. 

: : ThcrU.K. January 4 rade deficit disappointed market operators 
but no selling pressure was noted after hours, dealers said. 

Johnson Vfatthey eased 3p to 283 after third quarter results. 
.'SfG. was .up 8p at 308 and Ferranti added 7p to 681 in higher 
etecttonics while oils firmed Having traded mixed for much of the 
session. B.P. rose 8p to. 433. 

Life insurances were depressed on speculation tax relief on life 

- premiums will be reduced in the forthcoming U.K. budget, dea- 
lers said. Prudential fell top to 460. 

- PUkrogtoo rose 2p to 288 on news it bought Tunnel Building 
Products from Rio Tinto Zinc. . 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 



'That's not a beanbag chair. Unde Stanley. That's 
■ -my bubble gum for the Guinness Book!" 




SMAUE 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
« by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 
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Now arrange the cfrcJed letters to 
iotmtheswprisftanswer.Bssug- 
0*s»d by the above cartoon. 


answer fte/a: A 


Yesterdays 


(Answers tomorrow) 

. JumOIM: LURID IVORY JUMBLE SEAMAN 

Answer. . Whatto called his pretty femete 
- assistant— A VISUAL AID 



Iberia’s ground staff, 
state teachers on strike 

MADRID (Rj — Ground personnel of the Spanish national airline 
Iberia and state school teachers went on strike Wednesday in a 
continuing wave of labour protest against government austerity mea- 
sures. 

Iberia, offering no pay rises this year because of a series financial 
crisis, cancelled a total of 66 flights. 

it did so as a result of stoppages of three hours on each of the three 
daily shifts called Wednesday and Thursday by unions representing 
ground personnel to back pay demands and protest at planned job 
cuts. 

The same number of flights will be cancelled Thursday. 

Union sources said some 70,001) of Spain's 24U.U00 primary and 
secondary state school teachers joined Wednesday's strike, called by 
seven of the nine national teachers anions after a breakdown in 
contract negotiations with the education ministry. 

Over the past two months, the socialist government has faced 
increased labour protest against strict austerity plans including gui- 
delines for below-inflation pay rises and plans to overhaul loss- 
making heavy industries that will involve the loss of some 60.000 
jobs. 

According to recent official figures, inflation is running at an 
annual rate of 11 .9 per cent and unemployment has reached 18.42 
per cent of the active population. 

Volcker calls for deep 
cuts in U.S. deficits 

WASHINGTON (R) — The Reagan administration stiffened its 
opposition to major tax increases or defence spending cuts Tuesday 
as Federal Reserve Board Chairman Paul Volcker called for big 
reductions in U.S. budget deficits. 

The central bank chairman told a conference of state governors 
that cuts of around $50 billion in each of the next three years were 
needed “to change psychology... to be convincing in terms of a 
change of trend.” 

The Reagan administration has begun talks with Congress aimed 
at cutting the $180 billion annual deficits by SI iHi billion over the 
next three years. 

But Mr. Volcker said such a plan “may not be very impressive” if 
the lion's share of these cuts took place in the third year. 

Treasury Secretary Donald Regan meanwhile ruled out a major 
cut in defence spending or a general tax increase. 

“1 can tell you this — and I know the president feels the same — we 
canno; and will not accept wholesale slashes of the defence budget 
simply to reach some arbitrary goal in spending reduction.” Mr. 
Reagan said in a speech. 

Mr. Regan, hinting that spending would be cut from other pro- 
grammes, said: “In the long run. the only meaningful solution to the 
deficit problem is to bring spending down more in line with rev- 
enues.” 

Budget deficits are building into a major election capaign issue, 
fuelled by growing signs that the bipartisan deficit-cutting talks with 
Congress are getting nowhere. 


Hong Kong lifts 
taxes on wealthy 

HONG KONG (R) — Hong Kong, rocked by riots 
and a taxi-drivers’ strike last month, Wednesday 
annonneed higher taxes for its wealthy minority in 
an effort to cover a big budget deficit. 


The proposals, for the financial 
year beginning in April, will mean 
higher income taxes for about 
30,1)00 of the British colony’s 5.3 
million people, including almost 
al] the foreigners living here, and 
also for the big companies that 
have made it the world's third- 
ranking financial centre. 

Debt-free Hong Kong also 
plans to borrow one billion dollars 
(S12S million) locally, its first loan 
since 1975. 

The increases announced in the 
legislative council include a rise in 
personal income tax to 17 per cent 
from 15 per cent — a flat rate in 
force for 18 years — and an 1 8,5 
per cent tax on company profits, 
up from the present 165 percent. 

Financial, secretary Sir John 
Bremridge said sweeping inc- 
reases in indirect taxes last year, 
which hit most sections of society, 
had been an unpleasant shock. He 
had decided that any additional 
burden in the coming year should 
be skewed away from (he less 
well-off. 

Sir John said the new income 
tax rate would apply to a family of 
husband, wife and two children 
earning upwards of 23.3UU dollars 
f S3 ,000) a month. 

He said there would be no inc- 


reases in the price of cigarettes or 
petrol. 

A new system of charging duty 
on liquor would mean slightly 
cheaper beer and “non-European 
type'' wines, a concession to those 
who can only afford imports from 
China. 

But French champagne will cost 
R.Sn dollars ($1.20 1 more, while 
the best cognac — highly prized by 
the colony’s wealthy Chinese — 
will rise by about 29 dollars (alm- 
ost $4) a bottle. 

Sir John said the higher taxes, 
the loan and a transfer from gov- 
ernment reserves were intended 
to cover a projected deficit of 3.6 
billion dollars ($461 million), 
almost the same as in the current 
year. 

The latest proposals seemed to 
be aimed at the colony's low-paid 
workers following the taxi drivers' 
strike, which made Lhe gov- 
ernment back down on plans to 
boost licence fees, and the riots in 
the densely-populated vlongkok 
district. 

On the brighter side. Sir John 
said Hong Kon£s economy would 
grow by just over six per cent in 
the coming year, compared with 
an estimated 5.9 per cent in 1983. 


Indian workers announce strike 

BOMBAY (R) — Unions representing more than 300.000 Indian 
dockers Wednesday announced an indefinite strike from ylarch 15 at 
the country’s It) major pons. President of the All-India Pon and 
Dock Workers’ Federation Mr. S. R. Kulkami told reporters the 
strike notices for higher wages were served on employers Tuesday. 
The unions are demanding a minimum wage rise of 40 per cent, while 
the government has offered 17 per cent. The unions and man- 
agements of India's major pons have been negotiating the wage 
demands for the last two months. 


LONDON .EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are die buying and selling rates for 

' leading wmW currencies and goid against the dollar at midday on 

r , the. London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 

One sterling 

1. 4885/95 ‘ 

U.S. dollars 

One U.S. dollar 

1.251 8/21 

Canadian dollars 


2.6050(60 ' 

West German marks 


2.-942W30 - 

Dutch guilders 


2.L645I55 

Swiss francs 


5332(36 

Belgian francs 


8.022015(1 

French francs 


161935/1 62U.25 

Italian lire 


23335'45 

Japanese yen 


7.7750'7850 

Swedish crowns 


73050/5150 

Norwegian crowns ' 


935INK5600 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 

396.25G96.75 

U3. dollars 


N. Yemen seeks tourists, oil to boost economy 


SANAA (R) — North Yemen is 
looking to tourism and oil to help 
boost an economy badly damaged 
by three years of drought and a 
devastating earthquake 14 
months ago. 

The Red Sea country now relies 
heavily, on foreign aid and rem- 
ittances from Yemenis working 
abroad. 

. Prime Minister Abdul Aziz 
Abdul Ghani told Reuters the dri- 
lling of a first test oil well in the 
eastern Jawf area last month sho- 
wed positive results. 

The drilling in the Jawf area by 
Yemen Hunt OiL a subsidiary of 
the U.S. Hunt Oil Company, 
began on Jan. 31. British Pet- 
roleum is conducting seismic sur- 
veys in the Tehama plains on the 
Red Sea coast. 

For the present financial aus- 
terity continues in North Yemen 
whose budget of 7.5 billion riyals 
(SI .7 billion) for the year ending 
in June is 14 per cent down on last 
year. 

Mr. Abdul Ghani said the Dec- 
ember 1982 earthquake, which 


Peanuts 



killed about 1 ,500 people and des- 
troyed 25.(100 houses, caused 
damage worth some nine billion 
riyals ($2 billion) — more than the 
entire budget for that year. 

Three successive years of dro- 
ught have further swollen the cou- 
ntry’s import bill, the prime min- 
ister said. • 

Exports, mainly coffee, cover 
only 1 .2 per cent of imports at pre- 
sent and Finance Minister Moh- 
ammad Khadem Al Wajih rec- 
ently called on Yemenis to dev- 
elop local resources and do wit- 
hout imported luxury goods. 

The 1 5 million Yemenis wor- 
king abroad, mostly in nei- 
ghbouring Saudi Arabia, send 
home about $ 1 .2 billion a year and 
provide the country's main source 
of hard currency. 

But Mr. Abdul Ghani said rem- 
ittances had been falling for two 
years as a result of the world rec- 
ession, whfle aid from other Arab 
states had been depressed because 
of the world oil glut. 

Saudi Arabia remains North 


maybe you should 

WRITE A BOOR THAT 
WOULD HELP PEOPLE 


Yemen's main aid donor, with an 
estimated 5(H) million riyals ($ 1 1 1» 
million) a year in budgetary aid 
alone. 

Development aid comes mainly 
from Arab and European cou- 
ntries. including the Soviet Union. 

Mr. Abdul Karim Al Jryani, 
who heads a council directing ear- 
thquake reconstruction, said 
Saudi Arabia and other Arab sla- 
tes had given or promised relief 
aid totalling more than 245 mil- 
lion. 

Another 250 million riyals ($55 
million) had been donated dom- 
estically or diverted from tax rev- 
enue. while Japan and Eastern 
European nations had promised 
aid in the form of materials. 

No exact figures are yet ava- 
ilable but an estimated 46.000 
tourists were said to have visited 
North Yemen last year, bringing 
in $55 million in hard currency. 

Mr. Abdul Ghani said the gov- 
ernment was trying hard to boost 
tourism, but “we admit we are still 
beginners in this field." 

The country would soon begin 



producing copper, he said, while 
the possibility of producing other 
minerals such as silver and zinc 
was being studied. 

Mr Abdul Ghani said North 
Yemen’s five-year development 
plan, launched in 1 982 with a total 
outlay of2y billion riyals ($6.4 bil- 
lion). focused on increasing ind- 
ustrial and agricultural output. 

Industrial priority is being given 
to projects using locally available 
materials such as glass and marble, 
while farmers are encouraged to 
plant coffee trees, cereals and 
vegetables to reduce the import 
bill and increase exports. 

North Y emen, which became an 
Islamic republic in 1962 after a 
revolution ended the rule of the 
imams, exported about 5 .000 ton- 
nes of coffee to Saudi Arabia. Bri- 
tain and Italy last year. 

Many farmers prefer to grow 
qat. a shrub with highly popular, 
sou r-tasting leaves chewed as a 
stimulant by Yemenis and which 
requires less work and yields more 
money than any other crop. 
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WELL, FOR INSTANCE/ 
WHEN 'AVE YOU EVER 
REMEMBERED VDU|RE 
A MARRIED MAN? / 


Egypt envisages 
$8b investments 


CAIRO (Ri — The Egyptian cab- 
inet Wednesday discussed a 
1984-85 development plan, env- 
isaging investment of $8 billion to 
create 430.0(10 new jobs. 

Planning Minister Kama! Gan- 
zouri said in a report to the Shura 
(Advisory) Council, the plan for 
the year from July 1 was expected 
to boost the value of industrial 
output to $26.6 billion from $24.8 
billion in the current year. 

In the report, made available 
Wednesday, he said 77 percent of 
the investment would be und- 
ertaken by the public sector and 
the rest by the private business. 

The plan envisaged 'building 
factories, improving and raising 
agricultural output, boosting ene- 
rgy production and building 
160,000 lower class housing units. 
Mr. Ganzouri added. 

The annual plan is within the 
framework of a 1 982-86 five-year 
plan expected to cost $4ti.M billion 


and designed to achieve average 
annual gross national product 
growth of eight per cent. 

Meanwhile, Egyptian police 
recently seized $7.3 million in 
Cairo and Tanta in illegal exc- 
hange transactions, police sources 
said Wednesday. 

The exchange of foreign cur- 
rency outside banks is an offence 
in Egypt. If found guilty, offenders 
face prison, confiscation of the 
money and large fines. 

The sources said about 2i> mil- 
lion Egyptian pounds in cash and 
cheques were also seized in a pol- 
ice raid on five import-export off- 
ices. “These offices lake import 
and export business as a facade to 
practice illegal transactions and 
sell foreign currency in the black 
market.” the sources said. 

The value of the dollar in the 
black market is about 1 .1 8 to the 
Egyptian pound while it converts 
in banks at around 0.83 pounds. 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY, MARCH 1, 1984 

T '■'YOUR DAILY "" 

Horoscope 

from the Carroll Righter Institute B 

- - - — i 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: The daytime brings you 
unusual means by which to express yourself. The even- 
ing finds some delays attending your efforts and you 
need to keep cheerful. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19] Be with persons whom 
you admire for their fine qualities. Handle intimate mat- 
ters well in the evening. Be happier. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Put more effort into 
your daily work. Steer clear of that boring friend. Plan 
the future more wisely. Be happy. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Plan how to take on 
some new and progressive activity that will make the 
future brighter for you. Get a good night's rest. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to Jul. 21) Handle 
business affairs intelligently. Find a better method of 
advancement. Be more thoughtful of your mate. 

LEO (Jul. 22 to Aug. 21) Find a way of pleasing a 
valuable partner. Get any outside activities handled well. 
Carry through with what your associate expects of you. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) There are diverse ways 
of handling your regular job better, so use them and 
make the future brighter. Steer dear of controversy. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Fine day to dedde how 
to have more pleasure at hobbies you enjoy. Use your 
finest talents at work. Have fun. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21)Think about how you 
can make family ties more cheerful, invite in friends who 
are inspiring. Make sure everything is in fine order. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to- Dec. 21) Study your 
routines and find better ways of handling them. The 
evening should be spend quietly at home. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Be more practical 
in handling your affairs. Study how you can add to pre- 
sent holdings. Find a way to make work easier. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) You have a flair for 
doing things quite differently and you can be in- 
dividualistic right now. Be more modern. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Make a more modern 
plan for the future. Take more time to please your mate. 
Avoid friend who could put a crimp in your activities. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she will 
be one who will be veiy alert from earliest childhood to 
whatever is current: Encourage this. The career will start 
early in life and get better until retirement. Don't try 
to force your child to the norm early in life. 


“The Stars impel; they do not compel.' 
make of your life is largely up to you.' 
1984. The McNaught Syndicate, Inc. 
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FORECAST FOR FRIO AY, MARCH 2, 1984 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Today's new moon re- 
quires that early in the day you finish projects left un- 
finished. Then you will be able to think about what you 
want to do in the future. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Good day to resolve any 
. private problems and also to handle other intimate mat- 
ters. Concentrate on your mate. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) You have been want- 
ing to buy something you very much desire and this is 
a good day to finally do so. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Concentrate on that 
■ outside affair early and it is soon handled welL Then get 
into some new venture. Be happy tonight. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to Jul. 21) Get into the 
detailed part of that project you have been working on. 
Let newcomers come into your life. 

LEO (Jul. 22 to Aug. 21) Give your attention to 
responsibilities that have been long standing. Be more 
willing to do what your mate expects of you. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Make sure to keep pro- 
mises you have made to your partner in early morning. 
Consider well some civic matter in the evening. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) You still have to do more 
. work on environment and this is a good day to finish 
• it. Use care and caution in all that do. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) You have spent 
time at pleasure and now you have to get busy and do 
whatever you have left undone. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Get at those 
tasks at home which you have neglected of late and they 
will soon be behind you. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20)Early get at cor- 
respondence and making telephone calls. Don't take up 
any moot matters with associates. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Early make any col- 
lections possible and pay your pressing bills. Find dif- 
ferent sources of revenue that are more worthwhile. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 201 Get at those personal 
duties you have been neglecting of late and then take 
any health treatments you may need. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... be or she will 
be one who will be very imaginative and idealistic and 
will know how to make such dreams come true and can 
whittle them down to a practical level. Important that 
you teach the right morals. Make sure that diet is good.. 
* * * 

“The Stars impel; they do not compel.” What you 
make of your life is largely up to you! 

1984, The McNaught Syndicate. Inc. 
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Ershad lifts ban on political activity 


DHAKA (R) — President Hossain Mohammad Ers- 
had said Wednesday he would restore free political 
activity from March 26 as a step towards returning 
Bangladesh to democracy. 


-Gen. Ershad, facing a det- 
ermined anti- government cam- 
paign by opposition politicians, 
also said elections for the pre- 
sidency and parliament would be 
‘held together on May 27 because 
this was what the country wanted. 

"I passionately believe that free 
political activity is an essential 
prerequisite for democracy. This 
ought to be the basis of our future 
presidential and parliamentary 
elections." Gen. Ershad said in a 


radio broadcast. 

He said open-air political mee- 
tings. banned since November, 
would be allowed from March 26 
to coincide with the country’s 13th 
anniversary of independence. But 
he urged politicians to dem- 
onstrate responsibility. 

The broadcast was made on the 
eve of a planned national strike 
called by the major opposition 
parties as pan of their campaign to 
stop controversial local polling 


planned for March 24. 

But Gen. Ershad said these ele- 
ctions would go ahead because 
they were important for the cou- 
ntry's future. 

“These elections will ... enable 
the elected leaders of the areas to 
become self-dependent and to ini- 
tiate development plans according 
to their needs," he said. 

Two alliances of 22 political 
groups, which called Thursday’s 
strike, said the local elections 
would be invalid because they 
were being held by an illegal mil- 
itary government. 

Dhaka was tense Wednesday 
after two students died Tuesday 


when they were knocked down by 
a police van which ran into stu- 
dents demonstrating in support of 
Thursday’s Strike- 

Opposition leaders described 
the deaths as “cold blooded mur- 
der." The government said the 
driver had lost control of the veh- 
icle. 

In the city's biggest college, 
Jagannath. students burned an eff- 
igy of Gen.' Ershad and demanded 
the immediate transfer of power 
to civilians. 

Troops in fatigues patrolled the 
southern port of Chittagong 
where marching students urged 
tbe public to obey the strike call. 


Truckers end six-day 
blockade at Alpine pass 


Kissinger’s call to reshape NATO stirs alarm 


BRUSSELS | R i — A call by for- 
mer U.S. Secretary of State Henry 
Kissinger for a radical reshaping 
of NATO has set alarm bells rin- 
ging at alliance headquarters and 
in West Germany, but met with 
apparent indifference elsewhere. 

Dr. Kissinger called in a Time 
magazine article this week for 
“ Europeanisat ion” of the Atlantic 
alliance. He said the U.S. should 
withdraw up to half of its 32D.UUO 
troops from Europe if European 
countries proved unwilling to sho- 
ulder more of their own defence. 


The quickest reaction came 
from West Germany, where most 
of the American troops are sta- 
tioned. Alois Meries, number two 
in the Bonn Foreign Ministry, said 
the proposals were “more harmful 
than useful to the alliance." 

Diplomats at NATO hea- 
dquarters said several West Eur- 
opean governments feared Dr. 
Kissinger might be voicing aloud 
what senior Reagan adm- 
inistration officials were thinking 
privately. 

Sources at the International Ins- 


U.S. Air Force plane 
crash kills 18 In Spain 


MADRID iR) — Seventeen U.S. 
servicemen and a Spanish Air 
Force officer were killed when a 
U.S. Air Force C-130 Hercules 
transport plane crashed in nor- 
theast Spain Tuesday night, the 
Spanish Air Force said Wed- 
nesday. 

There were no survivors. 

An air force statement said the 
plane came down near the town of 
Boija about 6U kilometres west of 
the city of Zaragoza, where the 
United States has a military air 
base under an agreement with the 
Spanish government. 

It lost contact with Air Force. 


Traffic Control while taking part 
in joint routine exercises between 
the Spanish and U.S. Armed For- 
ces. 

Heavy snow and thick fog in the 
region hampered the overnight 
search but U.S. and Spanish res- 
cue planes and helicopters were 
guided to tbe crash site by signals 
from an automatic radio beacon 
aboard the crashed plane. 

The U.S. Air Force at Ram- 
stein, West Germany, said earlier 
the plane was based in West Ger- 
many and was on temporary duty 
in Spain. 


Seoul to release jailed students 
without conditions 


SEOUL (R) — South Korea will 
unconditionally release all stu- 
dents who are still in jail for anti- 
government activities. Education 
Minister Kwon E-Hyock said 
Wednesday. 

Mr. Kwon. who did not state 
how many students were involved, 
said they would be freed to return 
to their studies as soon as all the 
necessary legal procedures had 
been completed. 

He also said police would ref-, 
rain from entering campuses 
where anti-government student - 
demonstrations were being held 
unless they were called in by the 
college authorities. 

Apart from riot police entering 
campuses without approval from . 
college authorities, plainclothes 
security personnel have made rou- 
tine appearances on campuses to 


prevent protests by students dem- 
anding tbe resignation of Pre- 
sident Chun Doo Hwan. 

Almost 3(JU students were arr- 
ested last year and charged with 
involvement in anti-government 
demonstrations. 

But tbe government has since 
taken more lenient steps, allowing 
more than 1 ,360 students who had 
been expelled to be re-instated 
and releasing more than 1 UO jailed 
students under a Christmas amn- 
esty. 

“It is truly deplorable that the 
rights of an absolute majority of 
honest intellectuals .of the uni- 
versities should be trampled und- 
erfoot and mocked by an ext- 
remely small number of impure 
elements who are anti-rational 
and anti-in teliectuai," said Mr. 
Kwon, who was addressing a mee- 
ting of college beads. 
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EVERY TRICK IN ITS TIME 


Neither vulnerable. South 
deals. 

NORTH 

♦ A1072 
" 5 

0 K 984 

♦ J 842 

WEST EAST 

♦ KJ83 * Q95 

S? J 10 9 2 ?76 

0 73 0 A 1065 

*Q75 ♦ A 1063 

SOUTH 

♦ 64 

AKQ843 
0 Q J 2 

♦ K9 
The bidding: 

Sooth West North East 

1 ^ Pass 1 ♦ Pass 

3 rr pass 3 NT Pass 

4 ? Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Seven of 0 . 

Good technique might con- 
sist of no more than taking 
your tricks in the right order. 
Consider this hand from a re- 
cent rubber bridge game. 

As so often happens, South 
overbid and underplayed his 
hand. He was a trifle weak 
for a jump rebid at his second 
turn, and his decision to 
remove three no trump to 
four hearts was sheer 
folly -he had a balanced 
hand. 

West led his top diamond. 
East won the ace and return-, 
ed the suit. Declarer won and 


played four rounds of 
trumps, sluffing three black 
cards from dummy. West did 
.not waste his chance — he 
won the fourth trump and 
shifted to a spade. Declarer 
could not untangle his dia- 
mond tricks and, though he 
led a club from the table to 
his king, he still ended up los- 
ing a trick in each suit. 

It was suggested that 
declarer should draw only 
three rounds of trumps, cash 
the jack of diamonds and 
then cross to the table with 
the ace of spades to take a 
spade discard on the king of 
diamonds. But that is not 
quite good enough. West can 
foil declarer by ruffing the 
diamond and exiting with a 
spade. Declarer has no way 
to get to the board, and will 
end up losing two club tricks 
for down one. 

The correct play is to com- 
bine these two lines. Win the 
second diamond, draw three 
rounds of trumps and cash 
the jack of diamonds. It does 
not help West to ruff, so he 
discards. But now declarer 
leads another trump. West 
wins and can do as he 
pleases, but declarer will end 
up in dummy with tbe ace of 
spades to take a spade 
discard on t he king of 
diamonds and then lead a 
club to bis hand for the con- 
tract. 


titute for Strategic Studies in Lon- 
don saw Dr. Kissinger’s remarks 
as alerting Europeans to growing 
U.S. opinion, especially among 
Republicans. 

A European diplomat here said 
Dr. Kissinger was still influential 
in the U.S. foreign policy com- 
munity and his ideas “could do 
untold damage there and here.” 

Dr. Kissinger argued in the 
Time article that the West Eur- 
opean allies must be made to feel 
more directly responsible for their 
own conventional defence, oth- 
erwise they would drift into neu- 


tralism and pacifism. 

He proposed naming a Eur- 
opean as NATO supreme com- 
mander. traditionally an 
American-held post, and putting 
Europeans in charge of arms con- 
trol talks with Moscow aboqt nuc- 
lear and conventional weapons in 
Europe. 

NATO officials said some of the 
ideas might seem attractive at first 
sight, but the accompanying threat 
of withdrawing U.S. forces could 
foster the very neutralist ten- 
dencies which Kissinger sought to 
combat. 


Thatcher faces more damage 
in British spy-centre row 


LONDON (R) — Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher faces growing 
political damage from a bitter row 
over union membership at an ele- 
ctronic espionage centre. 

Although her deadline expires 
Thursday, officials say she will 
probably be unable to make a 
quick, clean sweep of union mem- 
bers from the radio eavesdropping 
centre in the western England spa 
town of Cheltenham. 

After a day ot widespread pro- 
test strikes, one of Mrs. Thatchei’ s 
unhappy Conservative Party sup- 
porters in parliament. Sir Kenneth 
Lewis, said Tuesday night: 

“The chances are that the next 
general election will be lost at this 
point-” 

About 1 0,1100 people work for 
the centre. The government says 
that almost HU per cent have 
bowed to its ultimatum to for- 
eswear union membership or face 
transfer or the sack. 


But union officials say the tec- 
hnicians and translators who mon- 
itor the radio signals of foreign 
powers are so specialised that 
even a few holdouts could not be 
quickly replaced. 

A significant number of refusals 
would leave Mis. Thatcher facing 
a protracted struggle to enforce 
her edict, prolonging what many 
Conservatives call the most dam- 
aging fiasco of her time in office. 

Tuesday’s union protests sil- 
enced Wednesday’s editions of 
national newspapers and dis- 
rupted transport, health services 
and the government bureaucracy 
around the country. 

The unions say there will be fur- 
ther and worse disruptions if Che- 
ltenham workers are sacked. 

Mrs. Thatcher says that the 
work of th&.Cheltenham Centre is 
so important that a series of small 
strikes there in 1981 represented a 
danger to the nation. 


Senate votes ban on nuclear 
exports to non-treaty nations 


WASHINGTON (R) — The U.S. 
Senate voted Tuesday to prohibit 
exports of nuclear equipment or 
technology to nations which have 
not signed the Nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty. 

The administration-opposed 
, amendment to a pending bfil rev- 
ising export controls was app- 
roved by voice vote and supported 
| by a coalition of conservatives and 
I liberals fearing diversion of equ- 
ipment to nuclear weapons. 

Its critics argued the ban would 
| not work since prohibited cou- 
ntries could get equipment els- 
ewhere. 

The prohibition would affect 
i countries not signing the 1968 tre- 
aty abiding by International Ato- 
mic Energy Agency safeguards. 

The Senate measure is designed 
to tighten overseas shipments of 
high technology equipment that 
, could be diverted to the Soviet 


Union. 

Once tbe bill is completed it will 
have to be reconciled with a dif- 
ferent measure passed in tbe 
House of Representatives last 
October, relaxing the burdensome 
procedures needed to win export 
licences. 

Earlier Tuesday, the House 
passed a one-month extension of 
the present export control law 
expiring at midnight Wednesday. 

The Senate plan would also 
prevent embargoes of agricultural 
products for foreign policy pur- 
poses such as tbe grain embargo 
imposed against the Soviet Union 
by President Carter after the 1979 
Soviet military intervention in* 
Afghanistan. 

But it would give the adm- 
inistration a new foreign policy 
tool in addition to export controls 
by allowing a president to ban 
imports for foreign policy reasons. 


No nuclear weapons seen in 
U.S. ‘star wars’ defence 


WASHINGTON (R) — The uni- 
ted states does not plan to put nuc- 
lear weapons in space as part of its 
proposed “star wars’’ defence and 
may not have to place any arms in 
orbit at all. according to President 
Reagan's science adviser. 

George Keyworth said in an 
address to the Centre for Strategic 
and International Studies this 
week that non-nuclear technology 
was probably up to the task of des- 
troying enemy missiles in flight 
“ I don't think we can expect the 
American people to support the 
placement of nuclear weapons in 
space.” he said, adding: 

“I would make one thing very 
clear: 1 don't see a critical role in 
this defence initiative for nuclear 
weapons per se ” 

He said the United States might 
be able to deploy its planned def- 
ence system on earth. 

Mirrors orbiting in space could 
reflect ground-based lasers — int- 
ense beams of light — to destroy 
incoming missiles. 

Lasers could also be used for 
anti-satellite weapons, and Mr. 
Keyworth said be believed tbe 
United States could demonstrate 
| before the end of this decade a 
I ground based laser possibly pow- 
erful enough to reach 24,000 kil- 


ometres. the height of major 
communications satellites. 

The “star wars” concept was 
first outlined by President Reagan 
last March. It has aroused con- 
troversy because of its implication 
that space could become a sup- 
erpower battlefield, because of its 
enormous development costs, and 
because some scientists seriously 
doubt such a system could ever 
work. 

The administration plans to 
spend up $5.6 billion just over the 
next two years for research on a 
system designed to knock out 
enemy missfies with lasers and 
other new technology. 

The New York Times Tuesday 
urged the administration to drop 
“exotic defences against ballistic 
missiles,'' saying in an editorial 
that these systems would breach 
treaties limiting anti-missile sys- 
tems and banning nuclear exp- 
losions in space. 

But Mr. Keyworth said the str- 
ategic defence initiative would be 
based on “building blocks” which 
would not in themselves constitute 
a new weapons system. 

“Such activity would be fully 
within the provisions of existing 
treaty limitations,*' he said. 


ROME (RJ-— Truck drivers have 
ended their six-day blockade of 
the Brenner Pass between Italy 
and Austria, an Italian police off- 
icer at the Alpine pass said by tel- 
ephone Wednesday. 

Ou both the Italian and Aus- 
trian sides drivers had removed 
the blockades of heavy vehicles 
which had permitted only cars to 
cross tbe busy frontier since Thu- 
rsday, the police officer said. 

On Tuesday night an int- 
ernational committee of truckers 
decided at a meeting in Austria to 
lift the blockade from 0700 GMT 
Wednesday, Italian state-owned 
radio reported. 

Spokesmen for the truckers and 
customs officials said the first lorry 
passed through from the Austrian 
side of the frontier, one of Eur- 
ope’s busiest north-south routes, 
shortly after 8 a.m. (0700 GMT}. 

Italian radio said Tuesday 
night’s meeting, which was also 
attended by West German gov- 
ernment and Bavarian regional 
officials, decided to end the six- 
day blqpkade on the basis of pro- 
posals by the Italian government. 

I talian Finance Minister Bruno 
Visentini is due to meet rep- 
resentatives of Italian Haulage 
Associations in Rome later Wed- 
nesday to discuss ways of speeding 
up freight customs procedures on ' 


the Italian side of the Brenner. 

The drivers, who blocked both 
sides of the Alpine pass with more 
than 2,000 heavy vehicles, com- 
plained of lengthy delays and bur- 
eaucratic problems with the Ita- 
lian customs. 

An Austrian Transport Com- 
pany official said the truckers had 
been told by Austrian and West 
German government officials that 
they would press the Italian gov- 
ernment for an improvement in 
clearance procedures by its cus- 
toms officials. 

The spokesman said he und- 
erstood parallel talks with West 
German officials at Kiefersfelden. 
on the West German border with 
Austria, where long queues of 
trucks are also jammed up, had 
also reached agreement. 

On Tuesday evening. Austrian 
truckers representative Hans 
Bachler told drivers at the Bre- 
nner that if negotiations with Aus- 
trian and West German gov- 
ernment officials were successful, 
a start could be made towards 
moving tbe trucks Wednesday. 

The Italian government said 
Tuesday night that it was urgently 
preparing measures to meet some 
of the trucked demands. 

The drivers had earlier said they 
would keep up their blockade 
ontS Italy satisfied their demands 


Elderly Armenian militant dies 


I LOS ANGELES (APj — An efd- 
i eriy Amenian militant who lolled 
two Turkish diplomats in 1973 has 
died in a rest home, less than a 
month after being paroled from 
prison, authorities said Tuesday. 

Mr. Kourken Migjrdich Yan- 
ikian, 88, died of natural causes 
Monday night at a convalescent 
home in tbeSunland-Tujunga area 
about 24 kilometres north of 
downtown Los Angeles, said Phfl 
Guthrie of the State Department 
of Corrections in Sacramento. 

Mr. Y anikian was sentenced to 
life in prison in July 1973 for 
first-degree murder in the slaying 
of the Turkish diplomat. He had 
been in failing health for the past 


few years. 

His parole Jan. 31 from the Cal- 
ifornia Medical Facility at Vac- 
aville triggered protests from the 
Turkish government. 

On Jan. 28, 1 973, Mr. Yanikian 
invited Mehmet Baydar, the Tur- 
kish consul-general in Los Ang- 
eles, and Bahadir Demir, the vice 
counsuL to a hotel near Santa 
Barbara. 

Tbe diplomats were shot to 
death at the motel, and Mr. Yan- 
ikian admitted the killings, saying 
be was avenging the 1915 mas- 
sacre of 1 .5 million Armenians by 
the Ottoman Turks. The Turkish 
governments ever since have rep- 
eatedly denied the charges. 


COLUMNS 7& 6 


7 killed in Kentucky fire 

NEWPORT. Kentucky (API — Fire swept through a three-story 
apartment building Tuesday night, killing seven people in one of 
the worst blazes in city history, authorities said. Three people 
were treated at a Newport hospital for shock, smoke inhalation 
and frostbite as they fled into the snow in -4 degree centigrade 
temperatures. The wind-chill factor at the time was -1 8 degree 
centigrade. The building had a fire escape that had been added io 
the building recently but the victims did not use it. Raff Quitter, a 
fireman said. “They evidently forgot about it or were driven away 
by the flames,” he added. ... 

Jackson wins 8 Grammy awards 

LOS ANGELES (R) — Singer Michael Jackson, whose album 
Thriller has become the best-selling long-playing record in his- 
tory, Tuesday night dominated the 26th Annual Grammy Awards 
by taking home a record eight statuettes. Among his awards were 
record of the year and album of the year. Jackson. 25. nominated 
in 10 categories, also won Gramm ys for best pop vocal per- 
formance by a male, best rock vocal performance by a male, best 
rhythm and blues performance by a male, best rhythm and blues 
song, best producer and best recording for children. The previous 
record for an individual was set in 1965 by Roger Miller, who won 
six Grammys for his hit song “King of the Road". Sharing with 
Jackson in four of the awards, which are the American music 
industry’s highest honour, was musician Quincy Jones, who co- 
produced the Thriller album with him. Seven of Jackson's awards 
came as a result of the Thriller album and two of its best-selling 
songs. Beat It and Billie Jean. . 

Second Kille r executed in Louisiana 

ANGOLA. Louisiana (R| — The second person executed in this 
southern state in three months died in the electric chair shonly 
after midnight at the Louisiana penitentiary, authorities ann- 
ounced Wednesday. Johnny Taylor. 30, was convicted ofstabbing 
David Vogler, 28, of Kenner, Louisiana, in 1981 1 , The U.S. Sup- 
reme Court had refused a last-minute stay of execution after a 
federal appeals court had refused to block tbe execution. The 
courts rejected Taylor’s pleas that the attorney at his 1980 trial 
did not competently represent him. 

Zimbabwe rebels cut off teachers’ noses 

HARARE (R; — Five teachers had their ears, noses and upper 
lips cut off by anti-government rebels who attacked a school in 
Zimbabwe's southeastern province of Nlasvingo. the Herald new- 
spaper Wednesday quoted government ministers as saying. Edu- 
cation Minister Dzingai Mutumbukaand Health Minister Sydney 
Sekeremayi told the daily after visiting the victims in hospital that 
they were horrified by. the brutality of the rebels. The attack at 
Mulelezi School on Tuesday last week is the first reported rebel 
action in the area. 


THE WEEKEND CROSSWORD 


EiBud by Hob Enema 


COURSE WORDS 
By Jodm 6. Trent 


ACROSS 
1 Soft drink 
5 SosppteM 
10 Sout he ra al 
wind 

14 Unitar protec- 
tion 

19 Aaaart 

20 Prangs 
XI Camteal 

attraction 
22 ActrassToren 
29 Cktbs 
25 Hook 
W legal paparo 
28 Led^neer 


34 R owa r 

36 Paatfraa 

37 Istanbul Inn 

38 LBy 

40 Farm equipment 


28 Roodgste 
30 Spitfire 

pilots 

33 Br.rna. deco- 
ra Qon 

DOWN 

1 Whte House 
nickname 
. 2 Ab — (Tram 
the start) 

3 Hub 

4 Overcome 

5 Verify 

6 Err 

7 n— ponetbWty 

8 tetendwraath 
8 Pert of La. 

10 IMHanr 
storehouse 

11 Ardent 

12 Dutch cheose 

13 —room (den) 

14 Plead 

15 Type 

16 PecuOartty 

17 Auricular 
16 Oecraaa* 

24 Passover meal 


41 Bt cft icte 

42 Ban 

44 Fooffikepart 

47 lllcraba 

48 Pubgame 
48 Tanutt 

50 W9d water 
buffalo 

51 SBrworm 

52 Coraaty.on 
the Clyde 

53 Bakeogge 
ss Comet 
56 Settlement 
56 Sticky 


28 Angle 

28 Oauchoweapon 

30 Stem 

31 HkteastVTP 

32 Ue 

34 OOP, ag. 

35 NuwKaveu's 
pride 

38 Madrid male 
38 Artec 
38 Outworn 
40 Kbrioffatm 

42 Streisand rata 

43 Desiccates 

44 Hole 

45 Capita] ot 
County Ctere 

"Ssr 

48 Destines 
SO NamekivfoRns 
52 Mfart 


68 Nose Scotia, 
once 

60 AimspoRs.ng- 
82 Teheran coins 

63 S s raBh ea d 

64 Homing prayer 

65 RagtoneMraee 
88 Erse 

87 Ttttng 

68 OReooroo 

88 —Dune 
TO Psraogftisa 

73 — sub 

74 Getter 

75 Theater 
•actions 

78 kS — 

77 Soa bird 

78 Aca 

61 Kind of pa par 

62 SpeedCy 


53 Drudge 

54 Maid dance 

55 SLLo school 

SW"" 

58 Ripening 


60 Astound 

61 Heat Let 
82 Lariat 

63 Ooomand 

65 Apportion 

66 Russ, writer 
68 Part ot NASA 
60 Mewiorentte 

71 Age 

72 of robins 
In har_" 

74 Declared 

75 n sce nt 
78 Onasste 
78 Bridged 


63 Soviet coop 

64 EBa oi films 

85 Emulate WJ. 
Bryan 

86 Cycles 

87 CoBoM 
66 Exptoslva 

68 Potoonousgas 
61 Hake 
82 Bracer 
94 Bag 
96 Eagle 

101 Demean 

102 Owl ganus 

103 Small HzanI 

104 Vehicle 
IDS Trimow) 

106 Left 

107 Forast deity 

108 Coonsryof 


79 Nostproud 
SO wearies 
61 Nev. abutter 
82 Meiodte 

84 Monel rfnl 

85 Levant or 
Robertson 

86 Petty officer 

87 DMae 

69 Quick deffrary 
lettacm . 

90 MMOnNeUng 
81 FR 

92 Horae race 
99 Audttmsn 
95 Curtsy’s 
reiattra 

86 —raM 

87 One — mflUon 



Dfmgrmmlmm* 19 X 19. by Mary G. Whitten 


ACR OSS 
1 Hayeraa 
5 Scrooge's 
word 

8 Horae coBar 

[till 

12 Famed to 

rat 

, 14 Abetted 
18 G (trier 
17 the8»p- 

IB Onewhostaras 
atstsn 
1 19 Comets) 

20 Ofetttswkigs 1 

DOWN 

, INDkypraOs 

2 Scent 

3 L ast 

4 Tempest 
container? 

, 5 Prajutflce 

I 0 Tool for 

7K3f2~“' 

, 8 Vistas 
I 9 Mra.PM 
Hants 
10 Df s acteo 


24 Tyrolean 
fabric 

25 Com 

26 List 

27 Boners 

29 FootbeO 
scores: abbr. 

30 Slowpokes 

33 Princess 
aiilher IK elui7 

34 Church 


11 Before 
13 Net revised 
1* Ten-pur. eider 

15 Small drink 

16 Lanza and 
Andretti 

21 £. Scott's 
mate 

23 Chad's game 
28 Without fa ait 

31 Lounges 

32 NsMrior 
otNsh. 


27 Oxana 

38 Moose ten 

39 “Return ot 
the—' * 

41 Draft org. 

42 Maks amends 
44 “—In the hag" 

46 Declaimed 

47 — la la 

48 Antidote 
60 HoOmanot 


33 RamiM 
35 Mtabatengalo 


37 Sflghttyapen 

40 Insides 

41 Prede c e ss or 
of 38 A 

43 Weird q ua lity 

44 Turk, decree 

46 Deception 

47 Giggle 
49 Maids — 

SI Of Stone 


99 Or. v o we l 
100 Hither and — 


54 Dickens’ Drood 
56 Before 08 
orwsflw 
56 Mr. Ts group 
61 Dove at times 
82 Indian dress 
64 Large bsest, 
ter short 
66 Coipatent 

66 ScfertBte 

67 Omens 

68 Not so much 
68 Good rrood ter 

beta 

70 Co nv ersation 


53 PoWca! 
cartoonist 

56 Vote from 
dobbin? 

SE Pout 

67 Zhivago's love 

58 KM of school, 
for abort 

59— Karankia 

60 Highest emoted 

61 NCO 

63 Ethiopian . 
prtoce 


Last Week’s Cr yp tograms 

1. . Once thrifty Yankee in capital city provided lavish entertainment for folks 
from fame. 

*• by law. became Jury wee hong. Judge decreed that 

defendant wouldn't bo. 

3. FroBceeeae floppy Great Dane's capering habit anything but mundane. 

4. Succinct resame manned upowr specie] presideacU ejections. 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

1. OFPBYXH KXA UKAMBT. CSFXfc FI R TBTH 
MBLBYKQP OKKA. HRTB EKKZEX&UG SFP EQUG 


RLA ZCE EFZP ZK EEKZ. 


—By Martha P-Geraer 


2. SAMPLAS EMD U GUY YUft DB UNKSO KB VT 

KNNPHKMT WDRUSRY GO U HAHDSULR ME 

UNWMAMN. -ByLen Sherry 

1 CBAVFI5 HTOOIS TW AIWF FS1LF DIF RO 

WILWJBSI JRCTHLD. —By Barbara J. Regg 

4. CEUTJXHK 9 XD KDKJ ICXOKJXRK CEUTHE AT 

AU 9ELUDELT. JCK JHAOKJ I A U J X H K O D. 

-By Rad Intend 
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